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OR CODING MODIFICATION FORM o

T0: I :onm SECT SETIN .
3 lgfcgﬂ “D-DeTetion of the entire MISHAP Master
(4) REC C “ llc:orl {uc only cc 1-11 and code D

—_— in cc 77).
M-Modifying contents of any Master
Record field. Use """ in Person

No. field, 1f field to be modified
IDENTIFICATIM‘_W. ye ?:qin the ECﬂ Data S:Ct o: the Master
- & g 55 Record. Otherwise use Person Seq
& > |d e No. for the individual for which the
Q s S |= §§ ;E change is to be made. These changes
must be in Person Seq No. order,
01]02]03 04 )05 06[ 0708 08[10] 1
clz1¢1212]¢l/1€1 7121 /
FIELD - DATA TO BE INSERTED
NAME 8 (LEFT JUSTIFIED)
& z
«[38 228 |ag|.c
("] (=N A SI—
g 3
3532 228 B3 |28
5~ (£3 F) A0 EE 10 2 LN ATV EC D BEN EZD ) LD ES) 1R
'oetr I, | 41/<[fal/ ¢l/ g[8
. v LD EE] 1] wala «44“7;:2
)
: 850 757415 7 [ T
CAVATA

NOTE: (1) For deletions of codes in a given field, Teave the “DATA TO BE
INSERTED" field blank and use "TRANS CODE™ M in cc 77.

(2) Only corrections applying to personnel in TAPE RECORD
DIV may be shown on a single CHANGE om.
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REQUEST FOR DELETION OF RECORD
OR CODING MODIFICATION FORM

!
mn_ZékAJ_

FROM:

D=Deletion of the entire MISHA P Master
J . Record (use only cc 1-11 and code D
in ce ).
M-Modifying contents of any Master
Record field, Use "§§" in Person
Seq, No, field, if field to be modified
is in the Gen, Data Sect, of the Mas~
ter Record, Otherwise use Person
Seq, No, for the individual for which
the change is to be made, These
changes must be in Person Seq. No,

BArdCid 20T i

-;ﬁ_iﬁ‘: 2 /8343

DATA TO BE INSERTED
(LEFT JUSTIFIED)

o
7

HA:

HIHIl!L!lIiH ll‘ IRIZIRINIBIBIIRID
2 [glatetalalaRl TTTTET T
NIBIBINIBIEII } I 1 1L
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REQUEST FOR DELETION OF RECORD
OR CODING MODIFICATION FORM

FROM: 10/' DEPT. DATE 2:21’ e r
CODING SECT
(3 REC, CONT, Bm
(3) ADPE DIV D-Deletion of the entire MISHAP Master
(4) REC, CONT, BRANCH — Record (use oaly cc 1-11 and code D
in cc 7).

M-Modifying contents of any Master
Record fleld. Use "#§" in Person
Seq. No. field, if field to be modified
is in the Gen. Data Sect, of the Mas-
ter Record, Otherwise use Person
Seq. No, for the Individual for which
the change is to be made. These
changes must be in Person Seq, No,

IDENTIFICATION NO

= YEAR
-]
- |
MONTH
e
'ng.DAY
a ‘L]
|
8|06 [
NUMBE
- AIRCRAFT
= | NUMBER

order,
FIELD 5 DATA TO BE INSERTED
NAME 3 (LEFT JUSTIFIED)
: §
h ] 2
g : EE SE
ConT. causgs 2 19 1R} | ﬁg
1| orde lers | |36 . T12E
3| [ a |
_ _ acdl
NOTE: the * ) BE ’
& oo 0 P "L
~Fro '.a"’t_ip ;&-;*jif?
. ; i Vi N "}':
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REQUEST FOR DELETION OF RECORD
OR CODING MODIFICATION FORM

rrom: _# 04 DE PT. pare_ <-29-af
—r -

TO: (1) CODING ar:c*r_ﬁ_m
(2) REC. CONT, BRANCH JTRANSACTION CODES .
(3) ADPE DIV___2 £ D-Deletion of the entire MISHA P Master ,

Record (use only cc 1-11 and code D

in cc 7). 1
M~-Modifying contents of any Master

Record field, Use "#§" in Person

(4) REC, CONT, BRANCH

IDENTIFICATION NO,

- Seq, No. field, i field to be modified
- rsg is in the Gen. Data Sect. of the Mas-
= g Ug ter Record, Otherwise use Person
< ) § z = Seq, No. for the individual for which
g = E <§ the change is to be made, These
L LI changes must be in Person Seq. No,
‘ r 7 , | ordor.
f£r16 s R
. FIELD - DATA TO BE INSERTED |
| NAME &< (LEFT JUSTIFIED) |
- > .
b ..15 -
| §8= Ea E =
EEFEHHR:
- : by o
: EN VIRV ENTAL TAIZIBINISIRINIANT
FACTOR S b |26 JHAEEETAEDN
}lllillhltH!llblll[lrﬂlfI[l[i'l!l_
| b glaiz|?lglglolelxlel | | 11 ] ]

HIGINININIDIMISININVININININIRIDIN

lllllllllllllllllﬂ”ﬂ‘;

NOTE: (1) For deletions of codes in & given fiald, leave the "DATA TO BE
INSERTED" fleld blank and ube “TRANS CODE" M ta oo 71,

(2 Oaly corrections applying to persommsl in gge TAPE RECORD
DIV, may be shown on & single form,




Dispatch Code Sheets
 Acft. Accidents Only

(Rev. 2-67)

Record Ident. (common all cards)
Source

Don't Count

Enemy Action
Afrcraft Model

Model Code

Aircraft BuNo.
Reporting Custodian
Type Duty

Major Command
Time of Day

Accident Damage
Alrcraft Damage '
Accident Injury
Afrcraft Injury

Hull No.

Kind of Flight
Location (Name Code)
Transaction Code
Card No.

Card No. 929

Total "A-U-L" Navy Injuries
Total "A-U-L" Non-Navy Injuries
Transaction Code
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. NAVAL AVIATION SAFETY C!.NTE‘.

NAVAL AIR STATION
AMORFOLK, VIRCINIA 21511
131/ras
Ser 234
5 March 1943

SPECIAL HANDLINC REQUIRED IAW OPNAVINST 131750.6 SERIES
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

From Commander, Naval Aviation Satery Center
To: Commanding Officer, Marine Composite Reconnaissance Squadrom TwO

Sub) VMCJ-2 AAR ser 1-6BA concerning RF-4B BuNe 153113 accident
occurering 20 July 1967, pilot

1. The subject report and all endorsements thereon have been reviewe
Commander, Naval Aviation Safety Center concurs with the comments and
recommendations of the Ailrcraft Accident Board as modified by
subsequent endorsers with the tollowing remarks

a. The question has been raised as tue requirement for two pilots
for UH-2B 1FR operations and its pertinence to this accident. Lhe
necessity for two pilots in the H-! aircraft remains a valid requirement
when helicopter IFR conditions are to be expected Situations may arise
in which IFR flight is required enroute to a VFR rescue underneath. 1t
remains the prerogative of the air station, facility, or ship as to the
degree of SAR services made availlable to local commands based on pilot
and alrcraft assets.

h. The RSO might have prevented this accident by more carefully
monitoring the night takeoff and climb progress. tHHis actions cannot be
considered a direct cause factor as crew duties are not specific 1in this
VFR situation. The remarks of the second endorser are generally
concurred with in this regard.

c. The pilots and crew involved in the pickup of this downed pilot
are to be commended for a professional rescue performed under highly
adverse conditions. The Aircraft Accident Board should also be
commended for a thorough and detailled investigation of this mishap.

2. The cause of this accident has been recorded at the NAVAVNSAFECEN
indicating PILOT (error inm judgment) as the primary factor and
WEATHER as an environmental factor.

By direction

Copy to:

CMC (CODE AAP) CGC MCAS CHERRY PT
NAVAIRSYSCOMHQ (AIR &404) (2) 0 MAG~14
COMNAVAIRLANT KAVPLANTREPO ST LOUIS
CGPMFLANT COMBAVAIRTESTCEN

CCS ECONDMAW CO RAVAERORECOVFAC

FOR OFFICIAL USE OMLY

ey wm— |




[

NAVAL AVIATION SAFETY CENTER
NAVAL AIR STATION
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23511

Code 63/we
23 August 1967

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH OPNAVINST 37%0.6F
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
NAVAVNSAFECEN INVESTIGATION S5-68

1. INTRODUCTION

a. The Accident. At 0a455(Q) om 20 July 1967, RF-&B BUWNO 153113
assigned to MARINE COMPOSITE RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON TWO (VMCJ-2) and piloted
by cAPT D . Us™C crashed and burned (ALFA)
shortly after takecff from NCAS Cherry Point, North Carolina. Both the pilot
and the Reconnaissance Systems Operator (RSO), 2ND LT
USHCR ejected sucosssfully. The final resting place of the air-
craft was located in a swampy, wooded area, four miles from the takeoff end
of runway 32. The pilot suffered . The
RSO suffered but was not wearing gloves during
the flight. The asccident caused no damage to private property.

b. ) is of Flight. At 0a54(Q) on 20 July 1967, BUNO 153113 de-
parted Y - h Carolina on a scheduled bogey track for an
anti-war exercise. The night flight wvas properly briefed and filed on & local
instrument clearance. Prior to departure, the tower notified CAPT I that
the figid was VIR and CAPT [l changed his flight to VFR but requested to
keep his 0655(Q) approach time for IR recovery. The weather at the time
was 300 feet scattered, visibility four miles with scattered patches of
ground fog. The scattered layer was 200 to %00 fest. The pilot's statement
indicated that "he ducked under a clowd" to remain VIR, after completiag a |
normal afterburner takeoff. The pilot saw a master cautiom lLight in the |
cockpit when he was further distrected by a mass of cockpit fire. A jar was
felt followed by the sound of an explosion. Ejectiom by both crewsesbere
was initiated almcet simultanecusly.

2. INVESTIGATION AND ANALYSIS |

. Mistory

(1) ri .ﬂﬂ-h‘n”mnf'-lulm. :
Naval Aviator om October 1963. He has logged 1550 total flight howrs, of

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH OPNAVINST 3750.86F
FOR OFTICIAL USE ONLY
Enclosure (1)




SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH OPNAVINST 3750.6F
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
NAVAVNSAFECEN INVESTIGATION 5-68

vhich 1483 hours are in jet aircraft. He has accumulated &00 hours in the
F-4 alrcraft, of which 98 hours were flown in the past three months. He is
considered to be an excellent pilot, an aggressive Aviation Safety Officer
and a staunch advocate of rigid adherence to regulations.

(2) rso. 20 LT [ i+ 20 years of age and vas designated
& Naval Flight Officer (NFO) on 27 May 1966. He has logged 92 total flight
hours, including 11.% hours in the F-& aircraft. This was his firet night
flight in the F-&.

(3) Aircraft. BUNO 153113 was accepted on 27 December 1966 and
had been flown for 266 hours. A first calendar even inspection was per-
formed on 3 June 1967 and 71 hours were subsequently flown.

(4) Engines.

NUMBER 1 NUMBER 2
MODEL J79-GE-8B J79-GE-BB
SERIAL %21070 421330
DATE ACCEPTED 15 Feb 1963 6 Sep 1963
HRS SINCE ACCEPT. 1355 1048
NUMBER OVERHAULS 2 1
DATE LAST OVERHAUL 6 Jun 1966 27 May 1966
HRS SINCE OVERHAUL 272 272
DATE MAJOR INSP, S May 1967 5 May 1967
HRS SINCE INSP, 71 71

b. Fleld nwutilltlon

(1) Witpness statements indicate the aircraft entered low clouds
after takeoff.

2
SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH OPNAVINST 3750.6F
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SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH OPNAVINST 3750.6F
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

NAVAVNSAFECEN INVESTIGATION 5-68

(2) About 1-1/2 miles from takeoff, the aircraft struck the tops
of the first of four groups of trees. Six hundred feet further, the second
group of trees were contacted and 225 feet further, the third group. From
this point, the aircraft flew over a creek and cleared all trees (average
tree height 110 feet MSL) for 3000 feet, descending again through more trees
at a 30 degree angle, impacting the ground nose high and right wing dowm.
Ejection was accomplished immediately following the third tree strike.

(3) The following items were located (n the immediate vicinity of
the first tree strike:

(a) Pieces of unburned drop tank.

(b) Piece of plastic slide track from the pilot's helmet
which was unburmed.

(c) Pieces of unburned canopy plexiglass.

(4) From the point of initial tree strike to the aircreaft's final
resting place, scattered aircraft parts were found indicating extensive
in-flight fire both within and outside the cockpit. The cockpit areas indi-
cated a fire and heat level of less intensity than the outward adjacent
areas.

(5) The pilot's helmet was blackened by smoke and his oxygen mask
had been burned from the inside. Recovered canopy plexiglass along the
flight path evidenced more external than intermal heat damage.

(6) Prior to its flight over the creek, the aircraft lost both
external tanks, fuel cells were ripped opem, and large sections of wing and
stabilator were torn off while the aircraft burned profusely.

¥ (7) Inspection of yellow sheets directed special attention to
pressure altiseter systems. The front cockpit altimeter had been replaced
on 12 July when it was reported "sticky." It was griped again on the fol-
lowing day and a switch was made with the rear cockpit altiseter. Avionics
did not perforwm the functional tests required but there were no gripes for
the resaining seven flights. The DIR did not reveal any malfunction of the
suspect altimeters.

(8) The oxygen system was thoroughly examined with no appareat
? 3
SPECIAL HRANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH OPNAVINST 3750.6F
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discrepancy. The internal and external burning of the mask was attributed
to the ignition of the oxygen after the pilot tore his mask free and after
the inflight fire entered the cockpit area.

(9) The pilot sustained an eye injury prior to ejection. He
states that he held his eye open with his fingers in order to find the face
curtain. He could not recall if he saw the initial mass of fire with one or
both eyes.

(10) The pilot recalls two jolts prior to ejection when in fact,
three tree strikes were encountered prior to ejection. It {s therefore most
probable that the first tree strike was not eagily recognized due to either
the distraction resulting from the {llumination of the master caution light,
de-selection of afterburner or both simultaneocusly.

(11) On the previous flight a yellow sheet gripe was noted:
"Auxiliary air door light illuminated." The door was ground checksd and no
discrepancy found. It is considered highly probable that the light illu-
minated again momentarily during the gear up process during this flight.

(12) The first interview with the pilot revealed that he reached
700 feet altitude prior to ducking under the cloud. He later revised this
altitude estimate to 500 feet and on final interview stated that he never saw
more than 300 feet on his altimeter. The pilot alsoc stated that he felt a
rush of air in the cockpit as he first saw the flame.

(13) Of particular significance is the evidence at the initial
aircraft tree strike i{.e., the piece of plastic slide track from his helmet
and the bits of canopy plexiglass. It is considered most likely that this
is where the pilot sustained his eye injury caused by cgpopy breakup dus to
tree contact.

’ (18) It must be noted that over four hours had slapsed from the
time of the accident to rescue of the crew. The pilot had activated the
"beeper” which was picked up by other aircraft and reported to the tower.

It was discounted as an inadvertent activation and "no aircraft were missing
or overdue."

(15)  Several ground witnesses ocbserved two to three flashes of
orange light at approximately 0500(Q) and reported these to the tower.

™
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Again, since no aircraft were missing or overdue, the flashes were evalu-
ated as afterburner lights in the night fog.

3. CONCLUSIONS. The most probable cause of this accident is pilot error
in judgment. Directly following a night takeoff, he attempted to remain VIR
by flying under a cloud, resulting in collision with the trees.

N, ACTION COMPLETED

a. VMCJ-2 is re-emphasizing to all pilots the hazards associated with
VFR night/low visibility departures and letdowns and encouraging the
utilization of IFR procedures when practicable.

b. All VMCJ-2 arrivalis and departures are being monitored by Cherry
Point RATTC personnel (VIX and IFR).

c. Continuous reminders of the importance of flight equipment and its
proper utilization are being re-emphasized within the squadron.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS . None

Distribution:
List "A"
CNO (Op-05F)

]
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Memomndum
; T™O . 08

suspect © VMCJ-2 AAR ser 1-68A concerning RF-4B BuNo 153113 accident oocourring »
20 July 1967, pilot SIS

1. wommuammmmummwwﬁu. However, in
view of the remarks confained in paragraphs 2a, b, and ¢, close-out letter recommended
for 02 sigmature, -

Very respectiully,






__DATEIN _ DATEOUT _INIT mnnonn

M&M '1, 20-“}_-% / / 8
AERO MED | ; *MF? / 7
DEPAR ATIVES INITIALS, FOR RECEIPT OF REPORTS:
REMARKS'
i ORIGINAL ROUTING
DEADLINE DATE OUT OF NASC 12 DEC 1967 (10 working days)
EXTENSIONS
DEPT_ DATEIN, DEPT. DEADLINE _ DATE QUT __INIT. __INTER DEPT. ROUT

i NASC ENDORSEMENT ROUTING

PRI___DEPT DATEIN __ DATE OUT _INIT
_RaS a2 | 344 . |§#
2.25
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Eoginsering Analyais

NAVALASYSCOMREPLANT mag 272052 Jul 47 requested an engineering |
analysis on J79-GE-8B engine Ser No, 421070 to determine if
engine experisnced compressor stall, what caused foreign object
damage and deterrine power setting at impact, S

26, PDESGRIFTION OF FINDINGS w :
Transfer and rear gear box assemblies and malority of accessor!
«HAER.LAPP~d and torn off engine, -

Upper compressor fromt casing and front frame assembly evidenced
excessi.ve heat from rround fire,

—
Three inlet guide vanes were ripped [rom compressor front frame

Latat = =) | -
mag 2720522 Jul 67 | = e =
I Pl
DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT DIV HEAD 2 Seo 1967
- SEE

DISASSEMBLY AND INSPECTION REPORT BAVEUPS POEN S790/2 (11-41) MPET e RN T34

A1l first and second staige compressor rotor blades sheared off just above Lhe blade ;
piatforms, Hlades of other stages rubbed, ripped, torn, and bent oppos.te direction
of eng'ne rotation,

o~

Compressor stator vanes, stages one and two, were rinped from housing and forced jato
rotor blades, Remaining vanes rybbed, ripped, torn, and bemt,

A gonsiderable amount of wood sawdust was packed in arcund domes of the cambustion

pdmer liners,

B -
3 AIRSYSCOSIQ (AIR-4117, 536128, &om1)
VNSAFECEN




! WWmh. stages 3-17, were rubbed, ripped, and torm and bent
opposite te direction of engime retation.

hmnnﬂhmoﬁwmmwmwmmrm
into rotor blades, Remaining vanes rubbed, ripped, torn, and bent,

A considerable amount of wood and wood sawdust was packed in the compressor
section and around domes of the cosbustion inmer liners,

Tardine rotor evidenced minor blade tip rubs asd metalliszation, i

Complete disassembly of emgine revealed no evidense of oll starvation, beariag
fajlure, engine or engine component malfunction or fallure,

27, COCLUSIONS
No evidence of engine or engine component failube or malfunction was found,
Engine speed at time of impact mmutnatu'mniliury rp;,

It is believed that foreign object damage to engine occurred at time of impact
and wvas due to ingestion of tree limbs,

Gould.not te determined \f compressor stall goourred prior to impact.

28, BECOMMENDATIONS _
None ™




. AVAIREWORKF S .
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BLG-1) 70210

D I

RF -4B

42400-101

e
153113

: Py =]
NASCREFLANT CONTROL MR, F4-67-67 (Report No. | of 5)

26,1 Central Air Data Computer, P/N 42400-10], could not
be functionally tested due to crash damage. Visual inspection

of components not crash damaged revealed the following
conditions at input

26.1.1 Altitude sea level
26.1.2 Total temperature - 595" R
26,.1,3 Airspeed - 54 MACH.
B -
27.1 All available eviderce indicates CADC was operating

correctly prior to impact,

- messmemsien None

s BRIORITY

|y CJ-2 271330Z Jul 67 ASCRLANT 312114Z Jul 6

|8

Electropnic Engineer
MHIMEDELY M5 SUFECT SN AIPONT MTES POIN WONR (1))

DISTRIBUTION !

RBQUESTING ACTIVITY - MARCOMPRECONRON TWO
NAVAIRSYSCOMEQ (AIR -5339)

NAVAIRSYSCOMREPLANT

COMMAVAIRLANT

NATSF

MAVAVNBAFECEN

MK CG SECOND MAW

BAVFLANTREFO ST. LOUIS
SRS N

NAVAIRSYSCOMREPAC
COMNAVAIRPAC
MARAIRGRU ONE FOUR




MASCREPLANT CONTROL WMm, F4-67-67 eport No. 2 of 5)
MATERIAL RECEIVED 28 July 1967

26.1 Auto Pilot Amplifier, P’'N 230E420G-1, could
not be tested or Lnspected due to extensive crash and

fire damage.

27.1 None .

o 4i L Aane, w

KABCRLANT 3121142 Jul 6]

HAMEERE T 4D GIETHE MPWT RN RN SN (1)

DISTRIBUT ION :

REQUESTING ACTIVITY - MARCOMPRECONRON TWO
NAVAIRSYSCOMBQ (AIR-5339)
NAVAIRSYSCOMREPLANT

COMMAVAIRLANT

NATSF

NAVAVN SAFECEN
CG SECOND MAW

NAVPLANTREPO ST. LOUIS

BEASO BASO MR
NAVAIRSYSCOMREPAC

COMNAVAIRPAC
MARAIRGRU ONE FOUR
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RAGL-107 10639 el
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Tu;j:ﬁ_ Unk | RF-48 153113
e _  _F N ..l "w. . « 0 LN D
VMCJ-2 AAR Aircraft Crash 1B

e (DN ORESy [Dgup == [ — 1=

o ST E F Fupa (Bl sone and pert s of primary pard fodlbers) [ = N __ W _ _ N W -
NASCREFLANT CONTROL MR. F4-67-67 (Report No. 3 of 5)
MATERIAL RECEIVED 28 July 1967
6.l Angle of Attack Transmatter, P/N SLZ9170B, could
be tunctional.y tested due 1o extensive crash damage.
repection diring disassembly revea.ed the [ollowing
Jb.1.1 Unit impacted at least twice,

o oL nit was eleclir ally ar [ o P 1
energ ~ r anad al ne s o
b e - -+
27.4 All available data indicates A/A Transmitter wans
operating rrectly prior to impact,

- mcassr s N e

VMCJ-2 251 325Z Jul 67

PRIORITY
ASCR .

MUSEBELY MD ISIPECTIGE AP SAREDY AEN WO (|-0t) NN SR S W04

DISTRIBUTION :

REQUESTING ACTIVITY - MARCOMPRECONRON TWO
NAVAIRSYSCOMHQ (AR -5339)

NAVAIRSYSCOMREFLANT

COMBMAVAIRLANT

NATSF

NAVAVNSAFECEN

EEENME CG SECOND MAW

RAVFLANTREPO ST, LOUIS
BOAXDY DA DY MOAX
NAVAIRSYSCOMREPAC
COMNAVAIRPAC
MARAIRGRU ONE FOUR




Counter Polirt.

8/7/67
7. — -

NASCREPLANT CONTROL MR, Fi4-67-67 (Report No 5 of 5)
MATERIAL RECEIVED 7/ x/ 67

NOTE  Itenm

S#¢ next page

- ——— 1_

Sc¢e next page

Whave ® MARCOMPRECON TWO NAVAIRSYSCOMREPLANT = =2
B 1 112 Z , 7 =
L l; . 0 J
M = = . -
Aerospace Engineering Techniclad * 16 August 1967
LY A (PEETME MPOET SNEEY PEIN WURAR () -i0) W D, SRS RS

DISTRIBUT ION !

RBQUESTING ACTIVITY MARCOMPRECONRON TWO
NAVAIRSYSCOMEQ (AIR-5319)
NAVAIRSYSCOMREPLANT

COMMAVAIRLANT

RATSY

NAVAVNSAFECEN

GENEKIX CC SECOND MAW

RAVPLANTREPO ST. LOULS
ffeebe Feths ord
NAVAIRSYSCOMREPAC
COMNAVAIRPAC
MARAIRGRU ONE POUR
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PRIORITY DISASSEMBLY AND INSPECTION REPORT NO. 642 Page 2 of

l6. DESCRIPTION OF FINDINGS:

26.1 Due to condition of instrument, complete test could nat be
periormed.

6 1.1 The motor control, P/N 1MI0-656386, was tested and found
to be aormal.

{6.. External Lnspection revealed the barometric pressure was set at
10 07 inches of mercury,

26.2.1 The glass assembly P/N 3-02401-2170, was missing,
b6.2.2 The painter, P/N 4-00301-2001, was missing,
26 2.3 The mounting flange, P/N 2-00301-0070, was partiall. missiag

26.2 4 Two rach lamps, P/N MS24367-715, were mzissing and two each
were intact and were operable.

26 2.5 The dial, P/N 4-0030!-5001, was dented and distorted
26 2.6 The 10,000 foot drum assembly, P/N 4-00301-2201, exhibited
tero reading and was badly dented on the zero reading The 1 00G foot

drum, P/N 4-00301-2101, was not damaged and exhibited zero reading.

26.2.7 The knob gearshaft, P/N 2-00301-0620, was broken and the
knob was missing.

26 .3 Disassembly and inspection revealed the shaft and scctor, index
26, figure 3, of NAVAIR 05-30-75 (no P/N), had broken pivot ghait and was
displaced,

26.4 The handstaff assembly,K P/N 3-00301-2160, was not seized

26.5 The diaphragm assemblies, P/N 3-00030-2210, were operable

26.6 The barometic pressure counter spur gear stud, P/N 2-00301-0260,
was bent thus seizing the gear.

26,7 All other parts were in normal condition.
27. CONCLUS IONS:

27.1 That all damage was due to impact and the unit was operable
prior to impact.

i L] : |
1 -, » ‘.L.\li

'
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27.2 8ince the pointer handstaff, P/N 3-00301-2160, was not seized
at {mpact, the position of the 100 foot pointer could not be determined.

28. RECOMMENDATIONS: None.
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Survival Equipment 3-67
1 August 1967

MATERIAL RECEIVED
Chemical Anaglysis

'6.1 Oxygen mask P/N MS 22001-5 had extensive fire demage
leaving charred and gusmy rubber surfaces.

26.2 Dirt, leaves, and pine needles were found adhering to
gusmy rubber surfaces.

26.3 Due to the condition of en k no other foreign
1 e e / matter could b.o.:ztictw ’

27.1 Conclusions cannot be formed because of deteriorated
condition of material.
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FIFTH ENDORSEMENT on VMCJ«Z serial |1-68A, concerning RF-4B,

BuNo 153113, accident occuring 20 July 1967, pilot IR

From: Commanding General, Fleet Martine Force, Atlantic
To: Commander, U.S. Naval Aviation Safety Center

Subj: VMCJ-2 AAR |-68A; forwarding of

|

1

l. Forwarded concurring with the findings, conclusions and recommendations

of the board as modified by subsequent endorsements.

2. Aus evidenced by this report the dangers inherent in limited
vigibility operations (particularily during darkness) cannot be over
emphasized. This report also illustrates pictorially (see Encl 7
picture #l to Medical Officer's Report) why proper flight clothing
and equipment must be worn at all times.

L. Br 7kl

B. B. MITCHELL
Chief of Staff

Copy to:
CMC (CODE AAP)
NAVAVNSAFECEN (2)

NAY.

cnnu'umn'r

CG, ZD MAW FMFLANT

NAVPLANT REP ST LOUB

CO, MAG-4 )
CO, YMCJ-2 i
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ORIGINAL 18 8o 1967

POURTH ENDORSEMENT on VMCJ-2 eerial 1-68A, concerning RF-{B, BuNc 15311),
sccident ocouring 20 July 1967, Pilot

From: Commanding Cenersl, 2¢ Marine Aircraft Wing
To: Commander, U. S. Naval Aviation Safety Center
Via: Commanding Oeneral, Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic

Subj: VMCJ-2 AAR 1-68A; forwvarding of

1. Forwamded concurring with the findings, comments, and recommendations of
the board as modified by subseqQuent endorsements, gubject to the following.

2. The primary cause of this accident re-emphasizes the inexorable canse-
quences of human error in the aviation business. Although the pilot in
thies cese had s well founded reputation for sound judgment and professionasl
performance, he appears to have erred twice in this instance:

a. Changing his climb-out from IFR to VFR, in the interest of getting
the job done on time, was the first fallacy.

b. Misevalustion of the vigible peth, immecdiately after take off, was
the second.

3. It should be emphasized that there was no delay in SAR helicopter re-
sponse to this accident. The delay insinuated by NATOPS regulations, which
requires two pilots for IFR flight, was not a fector in this instance, On
the contrary, the helicopter rescue of Captain[il] {# to be commended. It
should be noted that the helicopter used was an H-2 yigg the H-l4{ referred
to in the Madical Officers Report.

4. It is recommended that all available Safety publications utilise this
graphic illustration to re-esphasize the preeminence of terrain clsaranoe
under conditions of restricted visibility.

/,-?
T fu ﬁ: P
«  H. M. ELWOOD

Copy to:
NAVAVNSAFECEN (2)
NAVAIRSYSCOM

,CMC  (Code AAP)
COMMA VA IRLANT

CO PFLANT

NAVPLANT REP ST LOUIS
CO MAG~M4

CO0 MEJ-2

i ORIGINAL

-

SPECIAL BANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH OPMAVINST 3730.6 SERIES
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THIRD ENDORSEMENT on VMCJ-2, serial 1-68A, concerning RF-4B, BuNo 153113,
accident occurring 20 July 1967, pilot

From: Commanding Gensral, MCAS, Cherry Point, N. C.
To: Commander, Naval Aviation Safety Center
Via: (1) Commanding General, Zd Marine Aircraft Wing
(2) Commsnding General, Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic

Subj: WMCJ-2 AAR 1-68A, forvarding of

1 Forwarded, concurring in the findings, conclusions, and recommendations
of the accident board and in the comments contained in subsequent endorse-
ments, subject to the following comments

a4, It has been reiterated to all MCAS personnel responsibla for contreol
of aircraft that the MCAS Operations Duty Officer must thoroughly investigate
any and all reports indicative of a possible aircraft accident and positively
determine if an accident has or has not occurred.

b Paragraph l.b. of the second endorsement indicates there was soma
delay caused in aircrev recovery by lack of a second SAR pilot on duty and
recommends that two pilots be on duty during IFR conditions. Do mot concur
that two pilots should be on duty during IFR conditions. If the ceiling and
visidility is so low that the flight must be conducted in IFR conditionas
then a search should not be attempted by the SAR helicopter.

AN/ T

Lopy to!

NAVAVNSAFECEN (2)
MMC (Code AAP) (2)
COMNAVAIRLANT (2)
NAVAIRSYSCOM (1)
COM NATC (1)
CGC MMFLANT (1)
CC 2dMAN (1)
CO MAC 14 (1)
CO VMCJ-2 (1)

NAVPLANTREPO MC DONNELL ACFT CO, ST LOUIS, MO. (1)
CO NAVAERRECFAC EL CENTRO (1)

SPECIAL HANDLINC REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH OPNAVINST 3750.6 SERIES
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SICLD T DUSEMENT on ViCJ=2, serial 1=C6A, ccneerming RF=40, Duilc
153113, cecident cecuring 20 Judy 1907, pddct

Praii: Cairending (fficer, larine idrercft Orou; 14
To: Curander, icwvel Lvintiin Safety Center
Via: (1) Ca:endiiyg Ceseral, :CAS Cherry Peint
(2) Cawmending Ceneral, 2J Marine Airereft Wil
(3) Con anding Generel, Flect iarine Force, otlantic

Subj: VICJ=2 AM. 1-G8A, forw.rling of

1, lLecdiresse. and forwerded, concurring in the findin s, c.nciusions,
and recormendations of tie acc.dont beard and in the cur ents coutaiaed
in the first endorsaent, subject to ti'c follcwing ccw ents,

a. ihe rlary cause of t is cccident a  ears tc be aircrev error
and not simmlerly pilot ercor in jud eent. The duties of the :ilot/
iSU ters are jwecescorily inte rrted, e ¢ Lust suport and contribute to
the _erfonence of tie cther, The .l § Xamuwl specifically spells out
that tie RSO, during IFR dejartures, wili wonitor de arture procedures
and vill infon: the pilot of any deviation from the [reseribed flijht
ath, iight take offs are IFi by mature, Coron sense telis us that
he sliculd do this on all tole-of’s wiother day, night, Vi, or 1fil. Tie
R8C's failure to do so on this flight is a definite causative foctor in
this cccident since a varning fro. hin wuld aluost cortainly have reversed
the ilot's den ervusly lovw descent prior to Lipact. lecauwnded changes
to tie LIGL lenual relative to the l:m:iterm.c; duties of ti.e KSU are bd.ng
sulsdtied by this Croup,

b. SR perfonned its role
Enclosurcs 35 and 40 of the A/R).

tely in aircrev recovery. (Referemce
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of the flight wm onitcred. fhis Urop is dnvestiating with 1 u00=2, iCAS
Ci.erry .oint i TiC, and A verious reans of exteuding t.e roder ronitoriig
to el zicte or reduce to & ididiaw. ©e oriods of the vhich flights
wiil uot be receiviig direct ground assistuiee W ile oeratin on local

{lip .t clecrances.

Te lie FlimYOAs

Cy 7 to:

MV VisTCu (2)
GLC (Code w) (2)
CLVAWLD . 4aT  (2)
wv.Iosseuw: (1)

C4. wATC (1)
CC F Fasu? (1)
CC 24 AT (1)
CC :0a5 Clermy .oint (1)
CL ViCJ=2 (1)

AV Lafi O icDoimedl acft Co, Ut wouis, 0. (1)
' CC Vi WJLr.L, El Centro (1)
fFile
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FIRST ENDCHSEMENT on AAR, VMCJ-2 Serial 1-68A of 20 July 1967

Prom: Commanding Officer, Marine Composite Recdnnaissance Squadron 2
Tot Commander, Navel Aviation Safety Cemter
Via: 1) Commanding Officer, Marine Alrcraft Group 1
2) Commanding Gemeral, 2d Marine Aircreft Wing
Commanding General, MCAS, Cherry Poimt, N. C.
&) Commanding General, Flset Marine Forpe, Atlantic
5) Commander, Naval Air Forces, Atlantic ot

Subj: AAR., VMCJ-2 Serial 1-68A of 20 July 1967, RF-4B, BUNO 153113,
pilot [NNEN

1. Forwarded concurring with the report of the aircraft Board subject
to the following comments.

ae Caphin-nwt.atim as a pilot is one of excellence, He
is aggressive and his average monthly flight time (33 hours) since join~
ing VMCJ-2 is indicative of his desire for flying. As is noted in the
report Captain [llllllhes sccumulated a total of 1548.6 hours flight time
(1483.3 jet hours,with no previous accidents, He is investigative and
precise by nature and thus has acquired an exceptional knowledge of the
RF-4B, This same trait carries over to other facets of flying and as
a routine he has devoted numerous off-duty hours studying variocus aspects
of flying. Captain[[lllll is a steunch advocate of rigid sdherence to not
only NATOPS but all flight regulstions. This rigid sdherence to regula-
tions no doubt played some part in his decision to duck under the clouds
following take-off,

b. The hazards of VFR night/low visibility departures and letdowns
as mentioned in part X are recogniged. I strangly concwr that pilots
should utilise IFR procedures whenever practicable under these conditions.
This avoids the danger of attempting to remsin VIR when IFR conditiocns
are sncountered in flight and may a recccurrence of this type
accident in the future, Acc » this sation has implemented




Subj: AAR., VMCJ-2 Serial 1-684 of 20 July 1967, RP-AB, BUNO 153113,
Pilot MANZ

d. Paragraph 3. of part X of the basic repart deals with the inw-
portance of complete follow-up on distress signals or information cob-
them, Factors relative to the rescue phase have been reviewed

and the following comments are sonsidered pertinent:

(1) A review of the orders for the VMCJ-2 Operations Duty Officer
has been sccomplished and found to be sound but requirements for further
delinestion in some areas was indicated, a revision is cur under
way. Further, it is felt by the undersigned that Captain was not
remiss in his duties as Operations Duty Officer. It is recognised how-

,;".’.‘:.,.“‘"' more aggressiviness on his part might have enhanced the

(2) I am in complete agreement with the board's analysis of the
laxity of those who elected not to report emergency signals or flashes
and for the lack of some follow-up action, It is paramount thst the per-
sonnel in the three vital links of the aireraft control system (aircrews,
tower and RATEC) be econtinually reminded of the importance of follow-up
action on all distress signals. It is strongly felt that positive action
mast be initiated, upon reports of smything that indicates a possible a0~
cident, to confirm the facts, Additionally, it is recommended that pro-
cedures be adopted that will ensure positive aircraft control until de-
parting tower,RATEC frecuencies for RIO with other control agencies.

2. It is notewcrthy to point out that in examining the statements of
Captain [l and Lioutenant it is readily apparent that both
were well indoctrinated in the various aspects cof survival. They uti-
lized all of their survivial equipment t¢ gain meximum results including
utilization of the parachute todotar shask of the pilot. It is unfortun—
ate that Lieutenant elected to disregard that por tion of his
training that sets need for flight gloves. Had he been wearing
his gloves he would have sustained only minor injuries. In this respect,
a program of continuous reminders of the impartance of flight eguipment
has been re-emphasiged within in this organization,

3¢ A sxfety gurvey was conducted 18 December 1966, Ancther survey was
being conducted by Coptain [ ot the time of the nccident.

BB Meee

B. B. SKINNER

e —
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FART V = THE ACCIDENT

At 0454, 20 July 1967, aircraft RF-48, Bu No 153113 departed MCAS,
Cherry Point, N.C. on a scheduled bogey track for a Second Marine Air-
craft wing anti-air warfare exercise with Captain 1_
USMC as pilot and Second Lisutenant USMCR
a8 Reconnaissance Systems Operator. Captain was launching as s

single aircraft following the in-chocks abort of his flight leader in an
EA-6A aircraft.

The flight was filed on a local instrument clearance but was modified
to & VFR departure/IFR recovery by the pilot upon notification of VFR
conditions by Cherry Point departure control The weather at the time
was 300 scattered, visibility 4 miles with ground fog. The scattered
layer was varisble 200 to 400 feet. The pilot noted no discrepancies
during run-up and read the takeoff check list to the R on "hot mike" .
An afterburner takeoff and initial climbt appeared normal to the pilot
and all obeervers. Credible witness statements indicate the aircraft
entered low clouds shortly after takeoff The pilota' statement indi-
cated he "ducked"” under a low cloud to remsin VFR. A survey of the area
sbout 1% miles from takeoff showed that:the aircraft had clipped a totsl
of 21 trees in four separate groups The average clipped height of the
first group was 115 feet MSL. Six-hundred and ten feet further along
the flight path the aircraft encountered the second group of trees with
an average clipped height of 85 feet MSL, The average clipped height of
the third group of trees struck in this area had an average height of B2
feet MSL and were 223 feet further along the flight path. These figures
indicate a descent angle of 2% d:grees between the first and second group
of trees, while the path through the remaining trees is nearly horizontal.
When these trees were exited at the edge of a creek, aircraft damage was
extensive enough to render further flight impossible. Both external
tanks had deen ripped from the aircraft, pilots' canopy broken (canopy
plexiglass and o portion of the pilota' helmet recevered here), fuel
cells were ripped open, large sections of both outer wing panels and
stabilator were torm off, and the aireraft was burning profusely How-
ever, enough airspeed and airfoil remained at this time for the aircraft
to continue oclear of all trees for 3000 more feet before aguin descending
through trees st an angle of 30 degrees to it's final reeting place The
attitude upon impact with the ground was nose high with right wing down.
Pilot and RSO successfully e jected almost simultaneocusly Jjust prior to
impacd. They landed in the trees 40 yards apart, however most of this
separation was lateral rather than along the line of flight. Pilot and
RSO remained at the position at which the pi landed
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PART VI = DAMAGE TO ATNCRAFT

The farward fuselsge (pilot and RSO cockpit area) was burned and came
pletely destroyed, The center fuselage arca was destroyed so completely
that it was not intact with either forward or aft sections, The aft
portion of the fuselage was burned externally but not sufficient as to
cause total destruction to all trim, stabilator and rudder actuator cyl-
inders. The wings, both right and lcft were geparated from the main
fuselage at the wing roots. The two J-79 engines were close to the aft .
section of the fuselage and were compl: tely destroyed, One afterburncr
section was near the pcrt engine, anc the starboard afterburner section
was separated from the engine and thrown clear of the final impact area,
The aircraft sustained strike camage with limited salvage. (For Aetatils
see PART VII. For historical background see enelosure (2)).

PART VII = THE IMWESTIGATION

The AAR Boar® appainted by the Commancing Officer of VMCJ-2, the re-
porting custodian far the aircraft involved, convened at apgproeximately
0840, 20 July 1967, when an RF=U4B, CY=10, Bureau Number 153113 filed as
Winslsaf S=2 was overdue for his approach timeé. At this time it was
pointed cut to the board members that S«2 ‘ad an uxpected cach time
of 0655 and that S4R procedures hac been .fiected at cbmt‘gcq by TLCCe
At 0855 the board was notified through the VIGJ=2 duty officer that It.
I hac called via telephone repcr.in the crash of CY=10 and that
the pilot was badly burned and had aENENi-jury. It. ostab-
ligshed the accident tc be about three (3) riles after takeoff from run-
way 32. The ALR Board began rations to depart for the scene of the
accident when a It. arrived at VMCJ-2, having becn
driven in by Cpl. (Broloswre (3)). ILt, NG stated that he and
captain [l had cr and that Captain was badly
cident occured about three (3) miles after t o« Iz, was
dispatched to the base hospital with CaptainjfllEll » squadron pilot,
About this same tims Cherry Point tower notified the squadron that the SLR
helicopter had located the crash site and had rescued Captain [N

g
¥

The sealor mepber pluc three membors of the AAR Board departed f
scone of the sccide:t at ~bout 1050, 20 July 1967, The delay was neCGasAry
::rrm& helicopter servi-ing, The first items sighted by the board upon

val at the scens (located 3,15 miles, 322 degrees magoetic from the
takeoff end of rurway 32, Cherry Point) was the pilot's survival gear (Ebe - l;
closure (4)). His helmet was blackened by smoke his o magk had
been burned from the inside, (Enclogure (5)). werc some scorch- o M
ed areas on the piiots torso harncss in the vipinity of the left shoulder '

(Bnclosurs (6)). 0On the parechute wiich was hanging in o tree (En- g
el to the ' took 1
SR ot e et |

37 degrecs e,lsmtmmmivi;(su,mm' ,
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on the top cover of the gtabilizing chute housing. Thé front cockpit canopy
framing which was laying 160 degrves mognetic, 25 yards from the pilots chute
was badly charred externally (Enclosure (8)). The plexiglass which was 998
missing evidenced more external than intcrnal heat damage,

The aircraft wreckage was located 330 degrees magnetic, LO yards from
the ts chute (Enclosure (9)). It was identified by engine serial number
(0421070 and 0421330) and was gencrally cistributed about four (L) major
locations within 90 feet and between 325 cond 360 degrees magnetic from final
impact point, Smaller debris was scattcred throughout (Enclosure (10)).

The angle of impact was determined to be 30 cegrees (determined by measuring
broken trees in relation to point of impact). The locaticn of the various
aircraft components indicated that thc aircraft struck the ground nose high,
right ving down, With the exception of the nose area, the parts and picces
indicated extensive aircraft fire in flight (Enclosures (11), (12), (13)

and (14))e The cockpit arcas however incicated that the fire and hcat level
had been lowcr interoally than the arcas ocutward and adjacent to them,

Three of the board members ccrmtimued tiwir inspections and measuremcnts
of tho impact areca while cne member went via helicopter to inspect an area
of impact which had been spctted by the SAR crcw about noon. Two McDonnell
representatives were requested from the squadrcn to assist the board in
identification of parts. later in the day the RSO's helmet, torso harness
and parachute risors were located 205 degrcas magnetic about LO yards from
the pilcte chute. His seat was about 30 fou* 350 degrees magnetic from his
helmet and the rcar ccckpit was 160 degrees magnetic, 190 yards from the
pilots chute (Enclosure (9))s The RSO's helmwt, seat, torso harness and
oxygen mask gave no indication of fire, The rear cockpit canopy was intact
and badly blistered externally (Enclosure (15)).

The remainder o the board departed for ("¢ first impact arva about 1800
20 July 1967 via veldcles It was located 320 Cegress tic, 1.46 nautical
mlcs off of the takeoff end of runway 32, Cherry Point (Enclosure (16)).

In this area air-raft debris was scattered over a distance of about 1000
feet and about LOO fiet w'.c on a coursc of 371 degrees magmetic (Enclosure

« Commencing with 4)¢ goutherm mcst paict of contact (recogmisable by
broken trees) ahd [ cgres. g in the dircction of flight, pisces of Pl drop
tank were found, nooe of wi'ich were burncd, mpmmma

- —

plece of the mid leading edge flap (Enclosuve (18)) was found on t
the This




lengths and numercus pieces of charrcd plexiglass, Pleces of airoraft were
found embedded in trecs in the arez, Due to the height of the trees and the
slope of the land in the area the bocrd Cecided to procure the assistonce of
& qualified surveyor to ascertain angle cf f the aircraft, This was
accomplished by the CO of VMCJ-2 assi;ning nu.ﬁ & graducte civil
enginser to the AAR Board,

Sccurity guards were posted on ezch crash site and the board returned to
the squadron,

As the above portica of the irwcstigation was taking place two rs
of the board s<t out to axtract statemcnts from witnesses., Captain was
not accessible at this Lime cdue to a rccuperation from surgery. It was howe
ever reparted by the flight surgeon member of the board that Captain
reportedly had seen a Master Caution Ii _ht followed directly by what he
thought to be an axygen fire, I1t, stated the takeof!{ appeared
normal fcllowsc by Captain Il calling IFR on the ICS, a huge flash of white
light fcllowed by yellow flames ant a noise similiar to an explosion (Enclo-
sure (19))s Captain M who was VMCJ=2's operations duty of ficer cCuring
the morming of 20 July 1967 stated he informed TACC, about 0510Q in response
to their inquiry, and after checking with the line. that CY=10 (Event 9-2)
was airborne or would be getting alrborme, Then about 0715Q approach comtrol
(RATCC) notified Captain that 9«2 hac not made his expected approach
time, Captain [ iaformed RATCC that hc had no contact with 9-2 but soge-
gested that =2 could have joined one ¢f t! refueling tanksrs provided for
the AAMEX or landed at Beaufort, S.. cr My e Beach, AFB, S=2!s takeoff
CHGIQ. At OTLO( captain fram TLCC) ine
qilred into the whereabouts of $=2. 4t 0020Q Captain infarmed Cape -
tain [ thet 5-2 had not joined on a tanker cr landed at Beaufort end
gnnlum 20)). Captain IEEEN who had been
scheduled to fly icad aircraft in Captain flight stated that he obe
sorved CY-10 make what appeared to be a noric.. takeoff at about OLLSQ and
emter a fog bank at the end of the takeoff end'of rumssay 32 (Enclcsure (21)).
WH;:O" standing duty as M\G-24 Hot Fad coordimator, stated
that at about he obyearved two aircraft maks what appeared to be nor-
mal afterburzer take ffs ..d within scocnds be dbgerved an glow of 23
duration in “he '+ daoity of the takco’ end of (Bnclosure
#ho + - acting as ccordicator £
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had been shown on T 's board as airborne but failsd to repart a8 & re-

sult of Sergeant comversation with vm-!n.bmd.ﬁoq’?mq

wiich he was told the alreraft was airborms. At about O7L0Q, as a result

of Captein NN call to VMOJ=2, TiCC attempted to locate CY-10 (Event

9=2) through the various cleg and airficlds at 0805Q. TACC requested

84R to sweep the airficld (Cherry Pcint) out to about five miles, At 0817

TiCC was notified by Cherry Podnot t

(Boclosures (27) and (28))s Osptain

vided by Lt. B (Boclosure (29)). Ceptein

strip alert st the time of the accicent reported watching CY-10 takeoff and

Cissppear into the fog followed in sbout 20 seconds by twe large flaghes.

The second flash occuring prior to tie first flash diminishing (Enclosure

(30))+ Major BN o was piloting o TiA~LF heading 225 degrees on the OLO

d:mmiotcmrdsnasaumaﬁhmrm-um one

o on & mtbﬂmm . Glptd.n

ing a reportad entering a olouc h,;'ultgm!nt IBL—N‘:?‘-

at OL59Q and broke cut about 300 feet MSL (Rnelrmure (_w.“ﬁf'&

statemsnt (Enclosure (33)) was disregarded by the board becauss the time was

in disagreemsnt with others and the location of the flagshes he cbee would

have cstablisghed the flaghes in the Camp lejeuns artillery range, It,

flying MBA-li; stated he received a beeper signal at about 0700Q but did not

got a bearing or report it until Cherry Fuint apprcach comtrol requestad a

fix which was given at 320 degrees when he was on redial of

Cherry Point at 5 milss (Boclospure (3L)). Corporal who was

flight clearance supervisor at Cherry loint states ghe received a phore call

from a Major about 0500Q to repart he had seen soms off of rumay

32 and thought they had a crash, She contacted Sergeant in the tower
the Sergeant's amswer, it was probably the afterburncr of a de-

in the fog, The Major seemed satisfied (Baclcsure (35)).
statemsnt confirme Corporel (NS statemeat (Enclosure
» & civilian IFR room s or, stated that Winsleal 92
) ¢i¢ not report for his block tims'aof and a routise communde-
cations search was commenced, The IFR rcom
and received the sams information that Captain had passed to TACC.
VMCJ«2 alsc passed, om request, CY-lO's proposed track, At 11008
mm‘mm sted or a bearing

o

and relayed
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to VMGJ-2 (Enelogure (3)). Bxoerpts f Cherry Foint tower 1ished
the takeoff tims for &g)unm(;:hm (k). e e

A safety center repressatative, m-mmmcmby
2l July 1967. He jcined the AAR Boerd 2s they returned to the scene of
final impact to complete inspections of parts and diagrams of the locaticn,

The initial iaformatica from the pilot referred to above and previous
yellow gheet gripes (Baclosure (L3)) caused special attention to be given
to oxygen and altimeter aystéms, On 12 July 1967 the altimeter was reported
to be sticky. It was written off as being replaced. This was verifiec by
the maintenance might crew log (Bnclosure (MS) aod the work center register
(Bnclosure (45)). On 13 July the same gripe was repeated, The yellow sheet
incicated the altimster had once agein been replaced. The wark center regis-
ter and might crew log reflected a switch of front coekpit and rear cockpdt
altimsters had taken place, The altimeters are interchangesble. The aviomics
section of the squacron did not however, perform the required fnnotione] tegt
on the altimsters after the switeh tock ,S:u (Bdelosure (63)). There are no
additional altimeter gripes for the remeiming seven flights, On 18 July an
oxygen lsak in the vicinity of the rear seat lower block was reported (Enclo-
sure (L3)). Corrective action was shown as replacing the seat pan. On the
first flight of 19 July no oxygea prcblems were shown but on the gecond
flight an cxygen leak was reported, The corrective action this time was re-
placing the gen coaverter, Preliminery ingpecticn of the axygen system
revealed no in the gystem, The R§O's mask, hose, upper and lower
blocks showed nc pigns of fire, The hose leading from the R30's lower block
to middle block had been burned by ground fire after final impact (Enclogpure
(6))e The pilots axygen hoge below the mindereg, the upper block and middle
block to the lower block showed nc gigns of fire. The mask was bacly burned
inside and partially burnsd externelly necar the exhalation outlet (Enclosures
(47), (uB) and (Lr,,e

The rubber arcund the miniereg housin; was melted sbout 80f away, Withe
in the mini-reg the metering orifice, the clsastomster and the diaphram were
scorchec and burped (Eacloswre (50)).

The ingtrument pansls were found osar the cockpdt, 355 degrees magmetioc,
T7 foet from fimel peiat (10))e significant were;
TAS froat cockpdt - rear Q(m!a#tdn-m

both - mug 50 feet, IiS fromt - 105 knots accelemeter
plus § maximum negative "0, The indicated 120 cegree right
“dmd!m.ﬁ:‘ﬁ « FUIR establighes the angls of
attack upon stoppage to be | anits.

8 — - B




The stabllator actuator was in the full aft stick position, while the
stabllator trim actustor was in about the 24 Cegree ncse ccwn position,
No preliminary UIR infcarmatica coulc be accuired from the fuel ccatrols dus
to Camage. The engime afterburper exhaust nozsle actuators were found in
the full open position anc the mozzle arca comtrol cutput shafts were in
the fully extenced positions. Oear.an flrp actuators were in the up posi-
tions, Flaperon position could not be Cetermined due to camage., External
obgcrvations of the engimss incicate the left engims suffered sudden stop=
page as a result of impacting a tree causing massive interference to the
compressor section. Rotaticnal Came e was relatively mincr, however, melt-
ing and fusing was present (Enclosure (5L)). The right engine had extensive
damege to the compressor rotor blaces but opposite tc the direction of rota=-
ticn, The engine casing suffered heavy scoring and peening indicating the
engine was operating prior to impect onc that the impact angle of the engine
was shallow, Some "log Jamming® cf the blades was present and metal fusing
is apparent on most cf the internally visible blades (Enclosure (55)). The
tail anc center fuselage areas had becn charred anc scorched throucshout (Enclo-
sure (14)). Mincr aircraft cebris wos located scattered fram the creek to
final impact area (Boclogure (9)).

The AAR Board departed the finmal impact arca at 1600, 21 July after
authorizing salvage tc begin ca gaturcay, 22 July 1967.

On 22 July 1967 the Board met to consider the evicence thus far collected,
The flight surgeon one member were excuosec to travel to Camp lejeune to
interview Captain At this time the Board requested that the aircraft
maintenance section determine the positicn of all aircraft flight control
stem actuatcars and request DIR's on the engioes, angle cf attack, CAC,
altimeters, and axygen system (Bnclosure (52'5‘). Captain [l oo his initial
statemcnt (Eaclosure (5?‘;, imxiicated thet he arrived at abcut 0305Q for a
brief for AANEX. The light bricfs were comducted normally. In the line
shack he made a specific verbal nocte of the previous Aux Adr Door Light Cripe,
Pre~flight and start was ncrmal, after which Captain delayed in the fusl
pits awaiting the other aircraft of his f1i ht, He ceparted the pits after it
Erequcnys 4 Sone pouttions Saptain MM cancelied the PR oLis porticn of
freque in t ] on
his 1:1'1-&“ clsarance, he retuined his block time for approach. Eils

e

engine ran-up and pre<taksoff procecurc were normal. After receiving clsar-
ance he commenoed what was degparibed as = normal afterburner takeoff, Follow-
ing taksoff he raised

what he Ceseribed as a

off the end of

fire
i
Hi

N
l
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prevent inhalation cf the fire., He stated that he remcmbers seeing the alti-
meter uowind through 200 feet at this time and felt he had erred and they
were godng to crash. He then felt a jar and heard an explosion, He thinks
he was skidcing on the grounc at this time and reached up for the ejection
face curtain anc found one corner of the handle out of the geat housing, He
heard the peat cartridge explcde, felt the tumble and chute open, He continued
to burn in the area around his face throu hout the ejection and heard a
t sound whils something played abcut nis face. He tclt a gharp pain
contact with the ground. He extinguighed ter ‘
himself fram the chute anc seat pan. He stated that by this time
a located his RSO orally. The remainfer of his statement dealt
detailsg of team work duriog the survival phase. The pilot &am
the RSO hac They therefore teamed up to act as one.
They macCe a bed of life rafts for the pilot who complained of being colc. They
located the pencil flares and flare. They utilisec these wikn they hegwd
or saw aircraft. When it was the RS0 set cut for help. Capt [ weot
on to describe the evacuation by the SAR crew. During the interview that follows«
with Capt Doctor INNEIE Copt [ smplified th e follawing: He
over tO remain VFR uncer a patch of fog which was 500700 feet. He

felt a gust of air prior to the flash. It was similar to air exiting a
hosé. He stated he hac tc hold nis left eye ~pen with his fingers to find
his cjecticn curtain. he atteaptec his emergency UHF radic (URC-10)
his PiilT=3 and verifieC operstion of them with each othar. He verified

while in flight.

On 24 July the barametric altimeters an. CALC were investigoted by AR
Cherry Peint. On a DIR ao deficiencies were noted in the altimeter o CLUC.
The pilots ocxygen mask, microphooce am %k al in wires were evalusted by the
squadron avionics pection. The micrc hcne was still functional with no gigns
of shorting out. The lead in wires were intact (good contimuity) with the
exception of ome ¢ break locatec abcut three inches below the mask exit
point (Boclogure (L9). One leade-in wire cntmuoustadthbmka:::-d-
very slight be when viewed Lhrough 2 magnifylng glass. Test ca

that the aircraft elcctrical powsr throc L this line was caly L25 mile amps
and could not have caused the beadinge The lead-ia lis is normally wound
arcund the upper partion of the mini-reg (where it eaters the mask) and then
held in place with plastic tape to keep excessive line pecured, The break
ccourred at a point that would fall on the back (face) gide of the mask and

:




On 2k July, Captein [ ;r-viced the board with the following emplyfing

informtions

¥ 4

He was cn Hot Mie (IC8) throushoat.
He rememberec ccming out of afterburner.
He clawec at his axycn mesk upon seeing a ball of flams,

On 25 July, Captain -prcuc €C the boprd with the followin: supple-
mental information. He hac startecd his taksoff rcll with the ICS on Hot Miks.
The first time he saw the Master Ceuticn Li ht was right after he possec under
the clcud cn the end of the rummay.

He could hear a pussh type n.ise ps he first saw flame.

He felt acthing prior to the Master Caution Iight.

He heorc a coupls of explcsions ~fter he had parachuted to the groun'
He cculd still feel stick res;<nsc after the fire occcure’.

He was convinced that the aircrrit engines were gool,

He cid not believe his c ncpy hac beea br-ken prior tc the fire,

He knew he was level about 500 fuct.

He cicn't know when _r how he received hil_-

On 26 July, Capteinfll] sccec the fcllowing informations

He could not remember seeing 500 feet on the altimeter tut ¢4l
remember seeing 300 feet,

He thought he saw the fire with both eyes but he could not remsmber.
He sugyested a possible socurce cf igniticn for the fire as being
tts alrcraft portable cockpit flcod (Grimes) licht which he ncrmally
¢lips on the cancpy defcy cuct just above the hook handle,

PART VIII - ANLIX3IS

Pending the results of DIR's the invegtigation uncovered no e¢vidence of
any alrcraft system malfunctions, VNCJ-2 (ec-iated in their maintenance
procedures by fai'ure to perform a functional check cn the altimsters after
they swdtiched the forward with the rear cockpit altimster in CY-10 oa 13
July 1967 (Boclosure ((3))s There is, howsver, no imication that the
altimoters were {unctioning Zaproperly caring this flight or cCuring the
previcus seven flights, The FIIR, in fact, indicates the opposita,

ht seon by the pdlot cculd heve besn illuminated
than eircuits., The recalls the Master
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to momentarily illuminate ca takeoff Curin. gear redging. indicates
that on the firet coatact with the trees the aireraftte o drop tank
was sheared from the alroraft, durin: which as cxplogive of fuel

minated the Master Caution Light throu h the eombimticn of any one of more
than eight (8) cireuits. This flash would have appeared white in campariscn
to flamé and is probably what the RSO saw in the cockpit mirrore, The high
degres of inflight charring that was cvi‘enced om all the aircraft parts in
the fiml impact area ax! parts soch as fuel cell walls, fusl lines, and
engine pleces that were located in the seccnd, third and fouwrth contact
points indicated that the aircraft was eén ulfed in flames when it exited the
fourth « The burnt trees in the fourth contact area endorse

indicating that his
his face during the cxygen fire, He was burned
indica his helmst had becn pushed back prior to the cocigit
. occured pricr to the cockpit fire (Enclosure
(59))« 8ince the only porticn of the aireraft's oxygen system thot showed
any signs of burning in flight was the pilot's mask and top of mimd-reg,
incicates that the cxygen fire startec at the pilot's mask from an
source, The charring of the pilots helmet indicates that the visor cover
ha¢ been shearec from the helmet pricr to the fire (Enclosures (60) and (61)).
The plastic viscr track, Ciscovered prior to the fourth contact point (Ene
clesures (16) and (17)), agrees with this and establishes the position of
detachment of the visor track from the helast as being pricr to the fourth
contact point, but after the seconi. The cancpy plexig that was found
approximately S0 feet beyohd the second contact point establishes that
gemsral area as the point where his cancpy was broken pricr to being charred,
Bits of wood embecdded in cracks and crevices of shattered plexigless is ccoe
sidered conclusive in establishing ccllision with trees as being the cause
for the ghattered canopy. The badly charred pieces of plexiglass found in
the fourth contact area imcicates that fire had been present in the vicinity ‘
of the canopy in that areas The ,ilot's own statemsat incicates cCetachment
of his cxygen mask was performed by him upon sighting fire, 1
|

Preliminary ingpectiom of the clircrafi's e and the pilit's state-
ments indicate that they were functioning u v The of the
aircraft after initial ccatact with trees is incicative of momentum,
and analysis of the acceleraticn charscteristice of the sireraft poiat toa
high probability that the TAS reading$ of 360 knots (fouad on the instruments’
was nearly correct for the speed of the alrcraft at the firet or second .

n magk was not on

If an lire s projected from the polmt of initial contact with
inclination to the
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witnesses) over the enc f the rumway, the mathematical solution pats. the
aircraft at 380 feet MSL at push over to remain VFR. This is in agreement
with the pilots revised statement of 300 feet as being the altitude he

could remember and the meterclogical report of the weather (Pnclosure (&4)).
The 200 foot altimeter reading refereoced by the pilot bly cccured in
the vicinity of the fourth ccatact point (Enclosure (17)) or later since he
states that he had already receiveC eye Camage when he saw it. The aireraft
radome on which the pitot tube is mcunted was sheared off prior to the fourth
contact point anc any altimeter reacin s thereafter wculd be invalid, Also,
since the pillot remcmbers that he felt he had erred when he saw the altimster
unwinding through 200 feet, he could nove made that observation prior to the
initial contact point anc sinoe the accicent mentally reversed the sequence,

The fact that the RSO could not recall any cockpit flight indicaticns
preceding or curing the accident (Enclusure (19)) incicates that he more
than likely was not monitoring them, Bven though this cannot be categorised
as a contributing factor to the accicent and docs not violate N.TOPS specific
dutios in this area coidld have conCeivably prevented it.

The lccation of the pilot anc RO's scats and canopies in relation to
their parachute landing point an’ their own statements indicate that the
ejection seats functioned narmally anC that they exited the aircraft, by
ejection, at 175 to 200 feet AGL. (Bnclosure (65)).

Witnesses statements indicated rescue of the pilot and RSO was delayed
by a number of conditions that evolved for this particular flights The fog
bank causing all afterburner takecffs to0 glow more tian normal resulting in
no followsup action on reported flashes; The more than normal number of air-
craft taking off at that particular time of “ayj The pilot cancelling the
IFR clislf porticn of his flight; An exercise causing shared sircraft control
authority; Imadvertant becper signals over a period of tims causing humans
to becoms complacent relstive to them, -

Analysing each of the above and singling ocut error incicates some degree .
of complacency on the par-: of each individual or agency that hac soac respone
sdbility for to alrcraft -omtrol or safsty,

[ »

The VMCJ=2 operatioms duty officer Cisplayed complacency in that he
mtxmummmmcmwnmnmm
offs Also, after havisg been alarted of the overdus status of
id 1ittls comoern by assuming thet the aircraft had joined s tacker
at another ‘
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RATEC picked up a weak beeper within five mimutes of the aircraft f
0 crt f approach tims and cid not follow it after it faded
(Bacibeure (37)): o .

Tower mace no fcllow up on reported flashes, (Enclosure (36)).

4ircrews observed fleshes and/or becpers while airborne and elected to
dismlss them,

PART IX - CONCIUSIONS

This accideat was causcd by errcr in judgement on the part of the pilot,
Directly fcllowing a night takeoff, he attempted to remain VFR by flying )
uncer a cloud of an approaximate height of 300 feet AGL. lolS miles from the
ruway, the aircraft ccllided with trees at 115 feet MSL., This contact
sheareC (by pieces) the starboard external drop tark and in so cdolng caused an
explosive ignition of fusl prompting the pilot to release his oxygen mask,
610 feet later, the aircraft again contacted trees shattering the front
canopy, tearing open ome or both internal wing tanks, separeting portions of
the port lecding edge flap anc spegd brake from the aircraft, After another
184 feot, the air~-aft contacted the trees a third time causing loss of pore
tions of.flap, the starboard aft engine housing, additional fuel lines, and
injuring the pilot from the debris. L fcurth group of trees severec both
wing tips, and when the aircraft exited the trees it was engulfed in flame,
The pilot and RSO successfully ejectec between the fourth contact area and
the final impact area 3000 feet away. The aircraft struck the ground on
final impact in a ncese high attitude, ri_h. wing down, at approximately 115
to 125 knots .

The weather, that varied between 200 an’ LOO feet scatterec, could be
congidered as a factor ‘o influencimg the piletts Judgement caly, It in-
fluenced the pilct to cancel the climb norticn of his IFR flight plan and
further prompted the pilot to remain VFR.

The rescue of the aircrew was celayed because of complacency oo the part
of ell agencies imrolved, anc on the part of the aircrews whe failed tc re-
port emergency signals ¢ ! flash sightings, SAR vas exemplary.

PART X = RECOMMENCATIONS

1, That the of VFR might/low visibility departures and lst
uwmmmcwmﬂhu, and they be encouraged to
IFR procedurss whenever .

2!

2, That NATOFS pe® forth gpecific instrumcnt momitoring duties f
mmbers in dual seated aireraft, These dutiss are being forvarded as recan-
mende’ changes ir secordance with OFNAVINST 3510.9 series.

*
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Statement of Captain
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Statement of Major
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45, Copies of VMCJ-2 organizational Maintenance Control register
L6, Photograph of burnt cxygen hose (rear coeckpit

k7. Photograph of Pilots axygen mask (bottom view

k8. Photogreph of Pilots oxygen mask retainer

k9. Photograph of Pilots oxygen mask (froot view)

50. Photograph of Pilots hosa

S1. Photograph of laft Wing (under side)

52. Photograph of left Wing

Plan viev of initial contact area
59. MR conclusions
60. Photograph of Pillots belmet
61. Photogreph of Pilots helmet
62. Statement of Burvival officer
&m«m
Reteorclogist report
65. Resume of Pilots Flight Time
66. Rescue report (OpMAV Form 3750-13)
67. Adrcraft Fire/Rescue report (Origioal only)
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ENCLOSURES

Narrative: (NS 2/Lt., USMCR, NFO

Diagram of Estimated Ejectlion Sejquence
Photo-Diagram of Crash Site

Conelusions

Recommendations

Captions For Attached Photographs (2 pages)

Photographs
1. o Hmd.
2. - HIMI
3. - Frontal View, Face
g. - Lateral View, Face
. - Oxygen Mask
6. - Oxygen Mask
- Oxygen Mask
- en Mask
9- — ﬂi t 3!111‘.
10. and h- Personal and Survival
uipment
11. = Torso Harness
12. - Miniregulator
13. - Miniregulater, O; Hose and Block
l.g. = Personal Chute
15. - Personal Chute
16. - mt
17« - Hardhat
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STATEMENT AND M5 (P CAPTAIN :
concerning Raber 15 1dent oo B0 July 1967, \

INITTAL MADE ON 22
MARTON H. BAL®Y, USNC AND LIBUTENAND (xc)
USN, BOTH MEMEERS OF THE AAR BOARD, (TRTCRIFT OF TAih AECORDING

The following is my statement about the crash of Marine Charlie Yankee
One Zero 2a RP-4B at approximataely OLE20 o (herny Polis

I cnie ‘nito worll Jusy about five rructes aftayr tlhive: 5'clock to brief

with Captain whe waz vo fly the A-5 on Wineleaf “light G-1 and Wine-

leaf fligly »d. ATier ve bricfed the mission we each m™mn our own individmml
erew bhrisfe, which fopr v heyp war? up moetly going over: ejocticn procedures
if we nueded them, and vhat ever crev nonrdinatim v were oing to use an

rod.oa, °tr. Alter v 'nlshed bLricilng, we hing aromd Lhe -wady rodm for
ehcey” 10 to 15 a'zZutae mnd welxe? Aom to the alimplany ot chout 10 minmtes
to Fiu jeat Late flMiort eonlpwnt and put all - ue 1, I had all wy
Eany ~n Laat s LArued epveyl A Ln " mu . veren't

] v L Lhar r 1T bollave ! annt
has s, 6 getr, Yorever, I foacd out later be hod b3t his gloves in the
conkPLh, Lol wr 17t weariig ul.em. After we guited up ve valked out to
the fitt 21w, rigned for Yo aireraft, and covrer'ad (n the one gripe,

thet on the previous hop Carcoin [ h#4 bad three o air door lights and

that it had eoeccked out O.K. on the ground; so wve figi-ed vo best keep an :
e on it after we brought the gear up. Wandered on out to the airplane

waited around to get started, got started finally, after we got started we

got the vord from the A-6 that their aircraft was dova and they
to try to get an P10, so wve pulled out of the chocks and

1
s8s
g
!E

read me off the clearance, clearing me to the Bexnnett intersecticn. I bellieve

the time I had to comtact them wvas Fo, 1t was 1050Q. 10502, They

gave me Zulu time to comtact them to pick wp sy penstration, and I rogered

it. We then switched back to tower frequency, got bdack up cn tower frequency

mummqmm Ran up the right engine first, . i
)




I viped the ¢ ¢t out with sy stick and there wns no binding. Then wings
dovn and locked - there vere no pins. neured all the lighte vere out,
told him thet my harcess, no that the yaw, roul an! 7itch were on, my har-
ness vas locked, [et's see, there was n couple of cther things. The hook
" wvas up. My eatcty pin wms ot. To cleck his sefcty pin out, and his alter-
o eleitlicn Wwudles - ore ever he desired 1t., A he rogered and said .
yea, he via ready t2 g - his pin wen out., 80 I called tover and got clear-
ance th roil and vent 45 39 percert. let go the brules, parhed up to 100

i S

peccent and walted mat!l che toesgoraturer -wackad cet. 1T I remagber

the laf™ riglosr v =i 'ng U3) M oreset, A2 the righttl ae vas reading .

Ak nids Rame 30 £ ol e Love vheel steerirg L e lerled burner on dboth
englinan andt suwer J1E narsel. o 1izht off o1 mll. Alrplame ‘

roled "uv about Al far ar e aormelly weuld and we v s alrbosos. Brought
the gour up Ang gtar® 8 "he o oy oAt M. And [ waut - T vent and Sacled
under cue s < lvl LAt wms writang or the end of Lhe nomay. I WS
shs'o; eloul T et Awdicatnd, I say after ahoul. 2 wile from the field
sLili exceils nting 1t. VWe hr_ come out of Lutnury nt. Lids time - 4f I Te-
moriar 1d...  We were BLIL] excallerating. The pantor ncavtion light came
on. And so | started to & ry head down %o look nt the telelight panel

and as pear as I can I vas jJust a unch of fire in the cockpit. What
I think it vas - '

-

1
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:
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And I had a fire, and from then on it is pretty con
bunch of yellow light and all that and I remembor €
time I couldn't talk to [l I don't Jmow why.
keep the fire out of zy lungs. And I saw

And so.I figured - well I screwed it up this ti
to crash, About I felt & Jar

well at least got out of it; then we hit s
ber too much wmore except I reached up - I tihink
wvere skiddivg, wd pulle] the fece curtain., The
after I hit the ground bLecause cne cormer of the
out. At this time I could Just b@rely see cut of one
the hell I've alwuys been late - I might - wy

me out of it apywey might, s, vell bum to
death on the jump out - as bumn to death so I
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T -~ enhaiih e sicmon it o AR b R o

o °r my head and ve, I, Just got carried out. Pretty smooth ride - the guys
that vere carrying nme really did a good job. Got out to the chopper, two of
them dropped off and hit the road - went up and started up the helicopter,
mmm-mmmulmﬂtudhwnu“uﬁq
could and flev me cn back to Cherry FPoint. Took only about to 5 minutes
and bay I don't think they even shut the chopper down before they had me in
the ambulance. That's about all. I think everybody knows sbout it from
then on. I do know that oy helmet - vhen I took it off on the ground - it
felt to me like it was blistered pretty bad. But the thing that I remember
the most - it was even while I vas airborne - vas all ‘the yellow flames.
And, I guess it probably distracted me a little dit. That's about all I
remenber.

I got, ah, can you remember out om the long position did you
hit your elapse time svitch before you started to roll?

No, I 414 mot.
Did not?

Did not.

All right, you say you got a master caution light?

Yea.

Do you remember on the telepanel, anything that came ont?
Ah, that's vhat I vas looking for when I got the flames.
Yea.

80, I @ldn't have time to lock I was too busy batting things
around.

0.K. You say you pushed over, you vere trying to stay VIR,
John, 1is that what you =«===?

Yea, there was & patch of fog out , and T pushed sbout
5-T00 feet and was going to scoot it. I could see the
M-ltuﬁnumum

0.K, Did you feel & rush of wind in mmm&-. e
Just before you got the flash? :
£
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® &
A real gust of wind ia your ---~--

Tt was like a directional hose - you know when you blow out
through it, or the air hose you can pump up your tires of the
bike and stuff, you pup it at your face - it felt about like
that.

Ub uh. Did you see, ah, you say & yellow light, you think that
vas flames coming inf?

T don't know, it vas - it burned I know that - I think it was
flames.

Yea.
Cause it closed up, Oh, I vasn't wearing my visor down because I

didn't have oy F2 helmet, I didn't take the night helmet cause I
knev we would be flying about dswn and I'd want that visor for

up at altitude to keep the sun out, cause you're f direct
into the sun. But if I'd bad the clear visor,
- Iwvas - I

don 't think I was airborne much after that flane started - then

qm‘“m't““-
and I couldn't hear him either, so I think my mike or something

ey have discamected, or I don't - I don't kmow. I Just tried
to fly it as long as I could to give him a fighting chance.

Uh, well you don't have any idea about vhat altitude you punched
out do you?

ground. I remember hearing a lot of
't know I think I vas on the ground

I'm pretty sure I vas on the




You could hear the beeper?

Yea. The rescue people said the beeper helped them a
getting in there, they homed the beeper.

Well that is sopething else we can ---=---

I had [l put it up in & tree so I could get that antemna
up as high as possible.

!ﬂ,-u far a8 I'm concerned that is about all. I don't
know if Doctor vants tp ask you any questions about

your flight geer or anything like that. (Oo ahead and take

it.

0.K.

0.K. Bad your --- You say you had your shaded visor?
Yes, I had it.

What Position?

It vas up, you can't see in the dark with 1it,

And your mask vas on?

Yes, it wes on.

Was 1t locked tight, was there any leaks that you know of?
T .-. were no leaks around it as far as I know. There's coe
place on it, if you found it, vhere the sponge - you know,
mmmﬂannhmm,mmtmmm

ry masks because of the way my nose is shaped. But it didn't
out of there.

EB

you thought at en. "Ll . >7Lar ....a'.'""a. cryusacy A4
mu,mmwmmumm,umm
came off?

,du'
L
!
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Yea, it wvas a little (slit, and T had the sleeves of my flight
suit rolled up one turn, because I had a rip in the flight

suit, but I couldn't survey the flight suit - either one of mine -
caxt they didn't have any that fit and nothing smaller than

a 44, And ---

How much of your arm vas exposed?

I'd u.y- above the gloves, about 2 or 3 inches,
vhat I can feel - like with my bands, that's
o wvas exposedl. - And the khees, I think the knees

provebly both ripped out [NEINNEE V-t ss I said

the flight suits, I have been trying to survey them for
about two or three veeks and

I've put in a bitch vith the Wing and
on it, and they said they were going to do vhat they can because
there are other guys in J flying vith unsatisfactory flight
suits too.

You know those rlight gloves, you have the nev type?

Yea, they worked real good.

Yea, they surc did. They wvere scorched a little bit but they're
not burned through.

e 168430 a1t o ot eineer
and that wvas the only ome.
meummm«—mmmmm
That could be 1t. It could have melted it off,

I think wp could write up a real good survey on those.

Yea.

Bclosure ( )
SPECIAL BANDLING RIQUIRED 1n accordance vith OPNAVINST 3750.6 Series
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ﬂ:,mxmmmm:[udn‘thmam-a I didn't
have a mask. But I
it felt like a stud,
vhere that fire came from. Cause
the Fb tight

M‘mdtu'tmmmwmmeﬁn ------ .
No. No, I never daid,

Do you rememiber injuring IR veize strock vy
something

Ah, No, I remember hitting & few things on the way down and
stuff, but nothing specific.

well, I that's ell I got 'Ole Buddy' I thank ya, I'm sure
that the Skipper said he's coming down.
‘ Enclosure ( )

SPECTAL HANDLING REQUIRED in accordance vith OPNAVINST 3750.6 Series
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The following questions vere submitted to e, ™!
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QUESTION: Was your MK-3C hose through your torse harness chest strap;
AIISWER : Negative,

QUESTION: Were you on hot mike v

ANSWER : We were on hot mike all the time.

QUESTION: D4id you lock at the mini -rig after you saw the flame.
ANSWER : No I 4id not,

QUESTION: Do you remember caming out of burper’

ANSWER : !ellmmorbum-randdldmtgobnckintomr.
QUESTION: How d1d you get your oxygen mask off;

ANSWER : Ir—m-rmi.ngahnofnn-nndclnmgstwmk.
QUESTION: What was the position of your ejection seat.

m:‘ It vas bottamed out.

QUESTION: Hov do you normally release your oxygen mmski

ANSVER ; Immammnaﬂmmmmm.
QUESTION: Do you know how the sxygen ignited:

AJSWER ; No, I have no idea. I 414 not notice axy unusual odors.
QUESTION: What d1d you ) .o JLostce! tie inster il 1L kbt
ANSWER:  Nothing,

QUESTION: Did you see any lights e’ tie teletypc panel’

———

1




¥o I a1d not.

What wvas your altitude after you saw the flanes?

I momertarily opened ny eye and sav the altimeter reading 200 feet.
What was your altitude vhen you vent under the clouds? |
Between 500 to TOO feet.

Which did you see first, the thster caution light or the flames

I sav the master gaution light first.
Enclosure ( )

SPECTAL HANDLING REQUIRED in accordance with OPNAVINST 3750.6 Serics
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terviev mde on 25 July 1967, Interview by MJCR
Ush 20 mesber of the AAR Moerd and LI UTF¥A L

IS¥, o safety center remresentotive, (TRAMSCRIPT OF
FORDING )

OX. Then the (parhled) went ahead and called it VFR?

4
o

Right, they vere cnlling the fleld VFR.
You, you take off rretty much normal, -

Yea, my standard takeoff, hot mike - well before the oIl I run
the englnes um,

Yex,

Pretty vell, ah=—

Gotchya

Turn on the AIX STAR and droo my fla=s,

AIl riaht,

One half,
Fine,

Then I start at the ton “the 1ist on hot mike and read
everything off to the Ro, '

Right,

-




o |
4
|

takeoff and’paid pretty much attemtion to airspeed and altitude,
keep my wings level, and I don't sweat caution lights too much
until I'm well airborne, &id-e~=- \

How much underneath this cloud éi4 you, ah, ah,
I figure ve'd flown & couple bundred yards (garbled).
Below it?

mile.

E

Under the cloud.

Yea, just a patch, nothing to worry about because I had a good
altimeter - at least I thought - I kmow I 14, rol.y Ve VIM,

: When I locked at the paster caution light, I started to tum '
J my head to lock dom - to look down at the telelight padel. !
Al gt | |

e X .
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Well, it vas just a flame, Just about here coming up, I could

hear & "pood " euT Y L% evul Ine. sl <L Lo, coltl @u 2 &%
know. I think what happened, my mini.-reg might have come off my
dazmn mesk,

0.K.

You see I take my hop-----

But you 4id loock at it, rightt !

i

0.K. let me ask you this. Then vhat, ah, did you feel &ny Jolt
on the airplane prior to the ulster caution coming on or the -----

Fo.

0.K.

We were flying Jjust smooth as could be.

0.K, now let me go ahead .

After the flame came up you u:_l
finally got the altimeter sigh it tti"li. going down

vas :
it was about 200 feet starting down you know it wwinding but
not very fast at all and ust

o)
-
[

My ‘wife said he sav flames going around my head,

O.K. he pulled his ejection curtein. The canopy went but then ah,
the seat didn't go.

He didn't pull 1t far enough, did he: ‘
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And ah then the ah fire started after that because there is a
burn pattern from this magaszine area out, vhat did you get

about a hundred feete [Iw every piece of aircraft that's el . Iy
to shed half that over to Turner or Tucker Creek -----

(b) (6) |
(D) (6) |
- Ha, bay quite a hell of a long ways isn't it! 3

Yea, wait a minute were not through. Oz 7~ 2 Tcler e,
The pdeces are nov burnt,so, somevhere from hitting that tree
vhere the parts are shed ve came into the burn area then we
80 back up again in the air acroses Tucker Creek. We come back
into the trees again, these pileces that are falling off there
by the broken trees are burned then we come back up into the
air again and you guys must have ejected on top of that third
or secon' bounce because the came back down into the
trees again at a thirty degree angle; oo apperentily; sidppel
up in the air,caught on fire, skipped into the trees. You gwe
ejected and landed fairly close to the Sirpleng, Lov 80 % |
recall seeing your airplane while you vere in there?

RICH Ah ve Vg

(0)(6) ] Were you arcund the airplane at all or could you not 8ee st all?
(D) (6) |

SPECIAL

E

B

Heard a couple of explosions about 3 or 4. No 1t wasn't 20
minutes after I hit the ground from the chute cause I told

BEE) to cover his head.
Baclosure ( )

ANDLING WEQUIRED in accordance with OPRAVINST 3750.6 Series
: ' | 1'



Yen. O,K, but both of you were close to the final resting place,
final impect point which was quite awvays from the other side of
Tuckers Creek. What is the nmeasured distance from the opposite
bank flight path to the final resting place? You recall what
the distance of that was [Jf

It's 5m feet.

Ah, this much I know ]l oh, don't let me interrupt you, froo the
tine I had the fire in the cockpit I lnow I thought it was the
left side of the - I know it hit something with that side and went
back up into the air,

0.K. that's right. It hit o tree.

I wvas still waiting for the barg of his ejection seat cause
he got the hell ocut couse I couldn't talk to hin and I coulkn't




T ey

®
®

Well, the reascn I say I'm sure, I don't think it was anywsay
cause up until the time. Put it this Wy, I don't know how

high the trees are at Cherry Point, but I had a good solid 500
feet. That's my base at night if I don't break out I'll go IR
and not level off before then. On something like a patch of clouds
I leveled off and ve were pretty well trimmed up. The plane was
flying itself, just excellerating out towards clinmd speed and

now I got the Master Caution and locked down all this stuff vhen
I looked down like this the fire t me acroes here

would be the t side

I dan't think so
because it ves some t T T ane second or two
seconds - ten seconds I don't know that I sav the altimeter unwinding
past ‘200 feet but the plane was still flying cause I could feel
it in the stick. I still had stick comntrol.

Did you have any pressure on the stick?

Yes, and this is vhen I felt it tip something for the first time
this time right there. That's vhen I had to figure in a hurry.
It hit I knew I had lost the airplane right there. I wvas just
waiting for him to go.

80, you hit three separate times vhich you were in it twice you--=

I remember, I remember hitting tvice [l ™is tine then Jeszss,
a whole bunch of eolorful noisy ones and thai's when I punchol
out The curtain itself wvas out about when I to
force my hands up there it wvas hanging, this side was in
and this side, this side wvas hanging down Jjust a little bit loose
and flapping and thats the time I got out. I didn't - I thought
I was on the ground but I know that - I remember hitting twice
and afier the second w» vas vhen I got out cause I heard the bang
from the back seats This 1is pretty distinctive there

Well, you guys wvere actually cl&cm.htot.hohmumm
to ejected after hitting the third time, but it doesn't quite
I don't think you rode through the abh, through
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And the motors were (:ood-tbcnm nothing wrong with them

—

Yea,

I got all four stages of burmer, it came out of burner properly
(enrbled) the motors are good.

Yea, well of course just for the heck of it you always got to
send your engines to DIR I think don't youl What did they tell
you at school?

Well, if they wvere good you didn't have to.

Oh, really.

Both motors were good (garbled).
Well I didn't think so either, especially the right ome.

Tt wvas either me or the or what happened around here.- "Elther my
hands gone -or my mind’¥® convinced it was pilot error or something
like that fire, those are the two reasons.

Yea, I can't, I can't find a caun-u.nd thats vy I was
getting so anxious to come down and talk to you, I can't
figure out the fire, If it happened before you hit the trees.
I can put it together,if you hit the trees, cought on fire,
bounced up into the air again, cause this-----

Ch yea, that would it tigether.

This is vhere the parts are shed, the first parts ve have are
not even burned.Plus the pleces of canopy are, there isn't a
scar on themson? then right afterwards ss scon as ve get into
this burn patch, there are also pieces of canopy in there burmed
mm§mmommmﬁmmmuwmm
Anitial impact of the trees and after the fire has started,are
burned., And this is the haunting thing of it.

ﬁom.-in your canopy and Jare sooted outside and
inside the sane amount; also you 'to have some kind of fire
outside Just as well as the one inside.

Thére vas & hell of & fire outside. .
Yea, well I (garbled)

. ‘ | | : e m() ‘
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it?  You think that could have been the"woosh™?

No, because this was a distioctive"woosh”I heard the same“woosh"™
vhen I vas coming down in the chute, s little bit there and

on laying on the ground bumming while I wvas getting out of the
koch fittings,here,you know, probably the tree caught the chute
and it seemed like the cut off end here and damned green
apple. The bottle from here anl that was spraying and everyvhere
it sprayed it would catch fire egain, and I got rid of that thing.
I got the fire out of my suit.

¥

That's the green snake of the seat pan?

Yea sir, thats vhere these burns here came from and it wvas the
same noise----=-

T ——
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And 1t just held it up wvhere it could play with me and I've

asked myself a couple of questions here too . Rubey o, Wiy didn't
I zoom climb, I don't know, that is the normal thing to do. I
should have t palled that scb up couse that would sure as

heck got attention. Pulled it up and hit the bumer he'd
gong chances are. This vas his first night hop; he hadn/t flown

Well he's in good shape,it is just that he didn't get out of it
very fast.

B s didn't vear his gloves either, he had them with hin.

() (6) ] Tts kinda hard to see a guys hands wvhen he's tucked in that hole
back there.

(b) (6) | But the other thing is I think I fumbled around here trying to
get the oxygen. Why didn't I just pull the yellow applej Cause
that 1s the thing to do in this airplane, don't screw around with
the green thing go for the, discomnect your block, that will cut
the axygen off. You know you can feel it you can find it when you
are trying to.

If you had an cxygen fire [Jj bov asa 1t staree
I Just don't kncv-x Just dun't know,

That's the god dammest thing yet.

I knov I was hot rike, we don't know how it started, I don't
smoke in the air. At least in ths P4 and at night especially, I
wvill smoke in Willy, I will admit that. I don't M-IM
don't Jmow.

(b) (6) |
We found a 1% of the axygen hose and from vhat these men in
the paraloft +all me you know, an oxygen fire when you're hooked

up like that this hose Just goes real fast. Is the hose burned?

You'll just have a couple of spots of residual, you know, like
ground hoses pretty well attached and-----

The hooe 15 good on the inside

Capt had some tests run on ‘mask you know fog
° and OHM meter and ‘and it checks out
goodsy rvo short

2t couid be I hit the trees I dm't

i1 it

a
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Oxygen was coming out, feeding the fire (garbled) terrible time
stamping it out, cause I had fire in v suit while I wvas coming

down through the sky.

;
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Yea, yea, we got your piece of suit.

(garbled)
You tried to,eh,get with a ------

I tried the second time.
Over at Favy ah ~==-=

cne [BEEII vish you we
‘mmber 2 wan in eaf

" Yea, 8ll they had was kh's k6's ana B's.
Ve got a &
tell o you
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- You weren't number 1, you vere just muher 2 1

BN 1 ves just muber2,

A lot of talk back and forth; .cad*t mabe. 3t all out,

6)(6) | I really don't know, I do know that I am almost sure in my own
‘'mind that I was level above 500 feet when I got the caution
light. That much I know because I leveled off. When I trid

well trimmed up.’ X still

(D) (6) | Go shead.
i T

mnumzmaymmmut-mmm
is not from fire?

Bl v, 1xmov thet ] T don't know. >

_ Nov ansver that sod for me. | .
(b) (6) ] If I could I'd have the same question, I don't lmow.

Talk back and forth about AS school and going overseas in Fobruary.

.........
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feel it, you can feel (garbled) on the stadilator - you can _
feel it fight. And I could feel (garbled) tail surface at ‘o
that tinpe. '
Still got onel

The tail vent to the bitter end.

Yea, Well, I could feel the plane start to come up, ah, too
daam late - just too damm late.

I wish you would give it scme thought about vhat hit you [
m’ﬂ] """""

I haven't thought sbout that for a couple of days, I ceuse
I've been trying to figure whether I hit (gnrbl.odi or vhat,

¥o. ¥o, you got hit [IEIINNEIEE You didn't - you don't
have a burn there, you got a hit on it. These clowns been

talking to you at all?l
N>® 0|

Yea, (garbled) from that.

0.K.

And that's to £ That's the

problen -
0. K.

Yea, (ghrbled)

0.,K. Now, that's the only place you're hit. Something,
I think ~w=--

don't think I all that coming down through the trecs,
iﬂmnﬂ:‘ﬁmmmm. I don't think---
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What, I don't Xnow.
So, I, ah, I dan't imow. [ you got, an --e-..

ALL OF THEM TALKING AT QNCE

The doctor has some thoughts on the, ah, like in
the oxygen system itself. Had you even taken

breath you know that -----

I vas exhaling all the way.

That you would have - you know - lungs (garbled) end scme-.
thing else.

When I had the fire I wvas just (blowing out sound). I 414
ulototthlnkimnbmtcmaormlnuﬂ,nh,wonl
go flying.

the
one

fire
deep

Just cne question. Did you use arny trim at all after

I can't say for sure &uy more, I can't say for sure.
Ay unusual stick pressures?

Ho unusual stick pressure, I tock off at standard. When I
used the takeoff check, I tell the RO that I'm putting in

trim for standard stabilator or sloted stabilator airplane

80 he can check me on it. I went to stendard trim down (garbled)
I Just trim vhat I need, I,dm'ttmu: p?“l:t:tmu;;‘
I Just trim vhat T need - T Aai't - once rborne

tn alrplane, I don't ¢ry to fly (garbled) stick (garbled)
Just fly the airplem.

"

Jmnl'l;m’\alﬁo.







smrmme ap el oF ST LISUTEANT (Rs0),
B vsR concerning R4 Durecu Mamber 1548113 accident om 20 July 1967.

INTERVIEN WJDE QN 21 JULY 1967. INTERVIEN BY CAPPAIN
in_“m(mwmm) .

This is Lieutenant vietin of an accident on the
20th of July 1967. To the ‘of my knowlsdge this is vhat occurred.

We started rolling off the runway at Ob5SA {n the moming end ve veren't
airborne nore than one or two minutes vhen there wvas a huge flash of vhite
light caming from the front, and after this vhite light I sav a yellow type
fire anl I heard what I thought might have been an explosion. The ah, find-
ing out later it might have been the aircraft bouncing off the ground some-
place, exactly vhere I don't know. I don't recall hearing any “'eject'
'‘eject'” from the pilot, he mny have called it to me. I Just don't recall
cause I wvas so busy, flailing around with the fire and so forth. T dian't
sec the eject light come on either. Well, I pulled the curtain and the seat
didn't go off right away; I didn't pull far enough but the canopy had jet-
tisoned however, and I gave it another tug, ot the same tinme fighting the
flages, and next thing I remember is landing on the ground. I don't seem to
have been in the air very long at all; it wvas almost 2 or 3 seconds from the

I t to me amyway.
Captain I heard hin

red and me that Be had
his strobe light on and asked me if see it and T could. I couldn't
get out of my torso baress rignt svoy, [N -
of the rocket jet rittings had not come apart and I wvas Jjust stuck in the

vent over to vhere I had landed and
poeiticn vhere there were fewer bugs vrapped up in Cancpy
cause he vas a little ¢old and vas a little shivering. I vent back to vhere
I ad landed and got the seat kit, the vhole pan and of course pushed it and
kicked it it to
h
the radics out, snd he set, I think I seem to recall him setting & flare off
right then and there, I's not sure obout this. Well, we got the redios going
and we d1dn't get wy results. At around edght o'clock I sot ocut on & trek
to try to find scae help and after going through a couple places in the swamp
I noticed a cabin or bullding being put up to the right just by the power
lines out there and I sav a road and decided to follow 1t, and it tock me
Eaclosure (79)
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hin i s he
the one that came over the air and said TFR, ve had been VIR,
and then all the sudden he says IFR and then that's vhen I saw
the flash of light and things happened kinda hurridly then.

0.K, DHd, aid you hear cnpum- attecpt to make any trens-
mission on the UHF, and also were you still on tower frequency

to the best of your knowledge anybhow?

To the best of ny knowledge, we were on tover frequency. I
don't recall hearing Captain [[lllltakine coy UIFP treansmissions,
he may have, however I just don't recall hearing it.

0.K. In your statement you said that you seen a flash followed
by a fire in the front cockpit. How I guess it, did it come
back to the back cockpit immediately, or how soon did 1t get
into the back cockpit?

Well, that uh, that brilliant flash of light, that intense
vhite light, that I sav - I don't dnow; I knov it was up fromt
but I don't know whether it was fire or vhat, And the yellow

type flame I saw , and I guess it 4id came back decause
wﬂzrmmm«m.

Did you start your ejection sequance immediately upon seeing
the fire in the fromt cockpit?

After seeing that brilliant flash of light - I didn't
1t vas - and I 4idn't hear amything from Captain (EEN ot
rate I don't recall hearing ampything. When the yellow flsse
yollow: type fldoé - I sow onll falt,’X 4fd go for the focd
tain immedistely.

O.E. I think that will be all, thank you.
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I.“?_.’l. CONCLUSIONE concerning RP-4B, Bureau Mumber 153113 aceident om 20 July
1

Captain ] statement, his piysical findings and the eandition of his
personal flight equipment lend support to the following conclusions:

A, That the fire vhich engulfed Oz mask and miniregulator was secon-
dary to another fire source not

cons burn damage as 4id the superior
minireg but no burn damage could be found below this point in the O,
systen. mo.‘-_.bmmmtact.

B,

and not burn injuries.

indicate that his hardbat wus

this area to the fire. PBummination of the hardhat reveals that the
visor housing had been broken and that the plastic visor housing support
o the left side was missing. This wvas later recovered near the area of
initial contact with the trees, and it vas found to be free of burn dan-
age or smoke stains. Also Captain indicated in his statement that

be et NN o to o jection.

Bclosure ( ) .
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e | | L] i

|

" . , - - ‘ pg
{ . , ' { »



GENERAL RECOMMENDATION: SEE AAR RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING
CRASH ALERT AND RESCUE OPERATIONS

I do not intend to involve the M.O.R. in a detalled dis- :
cussion of the emluonlmwm the crash alert 3
phase of this accident. er, I do wish to make one -
point. Four hours elapsed between ejection and rescue 4
while the crasnh site was only three miles from M.C.A,.S. f
Cherry Point. Fortunately in this instance the delay in . |
the medical treatment of the surviver's injuries did not !
appreciadbly affect their eventual outcome. Should they .
have been burned more severely, in shoeck, bleeding, ete., _
the delay could have been tragic.

Aeromedieal recommendations on following page.

-
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RECOMMENDATIONS

1.

2.

5.

Widespread distribution of dual-visor hardhats:

Capt. -hnd the option of choosing either a clear
visor or a shaded visor prior to launch. L He chose the
shaded visor sinee, although he launched at night, he
would have flown the greater part of the mission direct-
ly into the sunrise. Consegquently, he had to launch
with his visor the up position. It is theorized that
the traumatie damage which Capt. Manz incurred could
have been prevented with visor protection.

Improved availability of flight suits:

Glpt.- had unsuccessfully attempted to survey his
flight suit through squadron, group and wing channels
two weeks prior to the aceident. His flight sult was
worn and frayed at the sleeves and consideradbly worn
through the shoulder areas. His alternate flight suit
was also in subst « He sud

suffered

Possible redesign of flight suits to offer more adequate
protection of neck area:

ch could
no ve be n sign of flight
sult.

Modification of RSSK-l seat to include sutomatic
activation of ANPEDI urunr::uo at time of ejeotion.

Heiteration of hasards resulting from fallure to wear
protective equipment; i.e., flight gloves:

uwuanumh-mtmuu- A
“01. air orewmen are not
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CAPTIONS FOR ATTACHED PHOTOGRAPHS

not in themselves haved required hospitalization.

Capt., Pilot ¢ Pilet was wearing his
t gloves. Lit.hough pilot was exposed to fire sourece
of greater intensity and greater duration, his hands are

virtually f except for —
whieh ecorresponds to leocation of
glove tear existed prior to flight.
t., Pilot Lateral Frontal View of :
ﬂ Pilo visor in up position md%i
removed U5 mask after fire entered coekpit.

B Cact.. Pllot Left Lateral View Face

BB - Oxygen Mask: View of interior showing considerable
burn damage.

- tention Cup: Burn damage confined orinei-
my to u:,gt%or or po 1012
BEN - Oxygen Mask Exterior View: Principal damage to left face
(0) (6) = nﬂi%g:ug: Through and through burn
damage © ng ma separated from minireg assembly.
-- : Both shoulder areas and right knee area
burned mﬁnﬂo and shoulder sections are wornm and
frayed.
and QSN - rorsons) snd Survivel Equipment

i Burn holes in collar and left lapel areas.

: aspect of minireg reveals burn
intact, ' .

- O, Hess mnd Blask

A
o




CAPTIONS, Page 2

Eam*maﬂmm R

ted alreraft prior to cockpit fire.

: by HPP; i Comparison of imtact viso
::a;: m m ch had been disledged pr:o:
re.
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-_—M.H-.l.dh-d-ﬁb;) L oS WUmSEE | b LA e
VMCJ-2, MAG 1L, 2nd MAW, oam Quﬂfz_h., N.C. 1-684
o TV OF Waear

T S ORRAPICAL LOCA O

20 Jul 6

o5 miles NW, Cherry Pt.

153113

1 DAMALE COOE

.-tmu

VMCJ-2

:fl;‘( - _1 L L] e | "
INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED DATL OF | smamcw
USE ADDITIONAL SHMELTS ¥ REOUIRED umit RARE/] FILL/SERY. NO. = LAST |owawwe | o PR e
MAME (Las, fr and middle imicial ) TO WHICH ATTACHED | RATE DEMGNATOR (Y3 PHYSICAL e | seewcy | cont | pros
| 19 Jyn
VMCJ-2 ‘Eg 110t [1967| Yes [US ]
|
\ . VMCJ-2 Lt NPY | 1961 Yes [U: B|G
|
et g S | NS [ —
1

I3 CLAMFICATYON OF (TEMS 13 1] wwEN W CEaAly

" T ia pamalt coot | 1 wos =0

| Wep, | M.ap

14 MODLL OTHER A/C IF INVOLVED 15 Sumo |'n-wmmrl (o PRI OPLRATING A T
N.A, |

N.A, N.A, | N.A,

30 MARBATIVE ACCOUNT OF Witmal (Lie additional 8 = 19y, sheets i requived)

See Addendum. This sccident marrative includes a chronologiecal

aceount of the injuries sustained and thus differs from the AAR
narrative




ADDENDUM SECTION A NO, 30 NARRATIVE ACCOUNT OF MISHAP

At 0454, 20 July 1967, alrcraft RFP-)B, BU No. 1531113 departed
MCAS Cherry Point, N.C, on a scheduled bogey track for an

anti-warfare exercise of Second Marine Aircraft Wing with
Capt . [N USMC as nilot snd 2ndLt.
, USMCR as Reconnaissance Systems Ubera-
tor. apt. was launching as a single aircraft following
the in chocks abort of his flight leader, in an EAAA airecraft.

lhe flight had bee: filed as a Local Instrument Clearance but
was modified to a VFR denarture/I”R recoverv by the nilot
unon notification of VFR conditions by Cherry Point Denarture
Control. The weather at the time was 300 variable scattered
4 miles visibility,

The nilot noted no discrenancies Aduring run-up and read the
takeoff list to the R30 on "Hot Mike." An afterburner take-
off and initial climb a~peared normal to the pilot and all
observers. The aireraft entered low clouds shortly after
takeoff. Between 300-),00 feet MSL over the end of the runway,
the pilot pushed over in order to "duck"™ under a low cloud to
remain VFR, At a point one and a half miles from the end of
the duty runway 320 on the same heading, the aircraft struck
trees at an altitude 115 MSL and anproximate air sneed of

360 Knts. and a flight neth of 2.5 degrees below the horizon-
tal. The aireraft continued on tails flight path for approxi-
mately 640 Ft. then assumed a more nearly horizontal flight
path for the next 55 Pt. During this neriod the aireraft
made contact with four groups of trees (a total of Z1 trees
altogether). At the initial econtact with the first group of
trees, the right wing tank was torn from the aireraft and ex-
ploded. At this instant the nilot observed a Master Caution
Light. The RS0 mnoted a brillant white flash of light coming
from the right front cockrit area which is theorized to have
been a reflection of the right wing tank explesion in the
rilot's right rear view mirror. Immediately the aireraft
struek the second group of trees shattering the pilot's eanopy.
. The canopy fragments struck the pilot's hardhat and face,
reakl the visor housing and

(his visor was in the up position).

mask off and the in the rear @
coekpit suffered
EIEE st this time. alireraft rees

South bank of a ereek RMor Creek). At this point both
external tanks were gome, fuel cells were ri open, large

sections of both outer wing panels and stabilators were tom I
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ADDENDUM SECTION A NO. 30, Page 2

off and the aircraft was burning profusely. However, enough
airspeed and air foil remained for the aireraft to cross the
creek and clear the trees on the North bank. It continued
above the trees to an estimated altitude of 200 Ft. and tra-
versed a cistance of 2000 Pt. During this neriod the R30

and then the nilot ejected successfully. The aircraft then
descended again through the trees, nose high, right wing down,
its flight pathh at an angle of 20 with the horigontal to its

final resting place.




Pilot error

Personality structure M
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ADDENDIM to Page 2; on B-l: FILOT: MANL '

PILOT BRRR - Accident Phase.
ﬁ-pﬂ-qmcrwthhmm-utuwwlndmmwm
re of the accident board was Pilot Error (Error in Judgenment)., As

of the date of this report no evidence to support msterial failure played o

part of thés socident. This decisiocn has been commented upon in further

E

detail in the VMCJ-2 AAR 1-684A.
FERSORALITY STRUCTURE - Accident Phase.

I feel that Captain s dasic personality s was an integrol-
factor in this accident, I have known Captain for approximately one year

during wiich time he served as NATOPS Officer, Test Pilot, and then following
his graduation from safety school, as Safety Officer. Captain [l vas regarded
as an above average pllot and his rigid adherence to NATOPS Regulations was
vell known throughout the squadron. Be was highly critieal of even the most
minor procedural deviations, Captain [l vas a perfectionist with an
inordinate capacity for vork. BHe constantly strived to improve his aviation
capabllities although his flying achievemants vere already clearly outetanding.
He usually led the squadron in monthly flight tinme, launching cross country
flights pearly every other week. Also he was assigned a good percentage of
missions because of his willingness to accept at times vhen the weatbher might
impose limitations on less experienced aviators, RHis overconscientiousness is
manifest in his desire to return to Vietnan for his second tour of duty earlier
than would have been necessary and his disappointment over the fact that during
his firet tour he vas forced to spend nost of his time in Japan, rather in the
actual war zooe,

The above qualities taken consti

to the decision he made, which was to "Duck Under” the
low altitude clouds and thus avoid a flight viclation of a VFR Clsarance.
Also his precccupation with maintaining the exact prescribed climb schedule
vns probably & contributing distrection.

PHYSICAL INCAPACITATION - SBurvival Phase,

Although Captain [l functioned well i the survival situaticn,
he was considersbly restricted wﬂ

NOTE: Although an Alreraft Accident vhich is preceded by & rapid transition
froo VIR to IR canditions might seen to be the perfect situation for spacial
disorientation, I can find no evidence to mpport "Vertigo” in this instance,
The flight path of the aircraft vas struight and level and vas not invol
angular or rotary acceleration, Captain [ denles any repdd
head in axy direction during the linear accelerution, Also the
experienced "Vertigo" in other type aircraft (RP-8) and feels be 1s
recognize it as such, lie has pever experienced vertigo while flying

5
Ef‘gs.
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ADDENDIM to Page 2, Section B-1: wNro: [HNENNNEEN

CREN RESPONSIBILITY - Accident Fhase.

It is possible that a more experiences NFO would have baen alerted to the low
level flight path by his conditioned instrument scan, LT. [ENEIN hed only
eleven (11) hours in this type of aircraft and was making his first night lLawnch.
He admits that he was preoccupied with concerm over the proper operation of the
aircraft systems.

PHYSICAL INCAPACITATION - Survival Phase.

LT. prevented him from removing his parachute
fitting in the prescribed fashion. was also unable to participate, sxcept by
visually directing c..ptlln-in the deployment of his survival equipment.
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INDIVIOUAL CAUSING THE MrErAr
————

UBE LOCAL TIME AMD BRIZFLY RECORD ACTIVITY WITHIN EACH COLUMN

TUE 18 JUL swmounsrmonvommar
Thes
T OG5 | Awoke, '
0715 | Breakfast-“arnatios
! Instant,
0730 BA-6 Class, MAG-14
Ground School.
1130 Lunch,
1300 BA-6 Class, MAG-14
Ground Schoeol,
1700 Home ,
1730 To loeal restruant with
wvife for dinmer,
2200 To H.
WED 19 JUL
0645 Avoke ,
o715 Breakfast, Carnation
Instant,
0730 Squadron, EA-6 Clgss,
1130 | Lunch, 2 sgndviches &
Pepei .,
1605 | Commence F-10 Hop,'
e 1802 | Bnd P-10 Hop,
b 1900 |Dinner at Home, Chicken|
Chow ﬁh.
1930 |BRead Hand Book,
1950 |Teo bed,
THR 20 JUL

Avoks -~ Instant
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gz 83 83

ATLIEP M TR

1530 | Changed to flight gear
for possible hop but
vas replaced,

1700 | Home,

1830 |Dinner, Western, French|
Fries & Milk,

2130 |Vemt to bed,

JuL
Awoks ,
| Breakfast, Pie & Mk,

% Arrived at -
Teeetf, |

- "5 I 4

&

P P 78

i

ey

P

- !l

A

,',

Ther
B i o it
fire in Somt cockpit,
e B0t
Survival '
Phase,
Est 0530 Free of Torso Harness.
Bet 0600 |Worked with Pilet
arranging survival gear|
0800 |Activated surviwal radide.
0830 Departed crash site,
0845 Net OFL MOINZ,
0855 Called crash crew officer,
pes-ced _ .
0915 |Arrived ot
0920 |Taken to Hospital.
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OPRMAY FORM § TS0.8C (REV. 383 SPECLAL HANDLUING RESUIRED - S ST AE fov imntreibin.

SECTION F PATHOLOGICAL DATA R e —

T AT COM ame pao o 1 Fet CImTWS Meria e BOFECTS e
ge E NOXE

g iy

.- D"' smaTION. ,J_

& DROWNLD | b ABPWYLMATED 7 Lxrosust 8 LITENT OF CARSOR@ATON

N GROUNDED! I TES. GIVE ALASON L BURATION (Ser imstveetios |
O= @ Same as bably Permanent
D FRIMARY CASSE OF DEATW M. M CONDART CAWSE OF DLATH
NA NA
i AMTOPYT CORDWCTED §7. e ———
Oorasrmism SRR R [ wecn o [] reoroco amacoss [ was oe rowmances
T WA CAVTOPEY MANUAL. NAYMED PROSS - USEDT W ¥ RO AUTOPSY CONOUCTED. vl REASOS —

Ow O NA NA

PHASE SUSTAINED |
INJURIES b—————— - r—. —1 CAUSE ANC MECHANIBM (1) ssbuows, tbeoriss)
A s | 8

1, (X1 1 1 T_?r!g{t- of Broken Camopy.

—t— —4 —_ —_— -

—-+ —— - | < i i
2 B ' | Fragments of Brokea Canopy,
3 X Frageents of Broken Canopy,
i X Fire in Cockpit,
- X Decelerative foroes on Torso Harness,
6.

LB L s et

,. b 4 thru trees,
] X Flasmable rubber fittings on Enee

r . Board.
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I ETEE, .

w )
O @ Same as #9 . 2 months (Betimated)
1. PRINARY CAUSE OF DEATH 4. SLCOMDAST CAUSE OF DEATH e e
NA NA
. AUTOPYY CONBUCTED BV, Il
Osrarmma~~ [Doraremmt [Oesconas [ rowomcos [ e o rossssscs
WAl CAUTOPEY MANUAL. RAVELD PROSS - USID! W ¥ SO AUTOPYY CONOUCTED. GIvi RLABOR i § =
Om Om= NA NA
- l PHASE SUSTAINED
INJURIES | ‘—w .— 2| .—v— - — CAUBE AND MECHANISM [ |/ sebssws, beorise)
' 1 Fire in Cockpit.
— ] it _sekm il T
_ | Fire in Coeckpit. ] LS
K| | |Ispuct vith groumd,
B Impact with ground,
X Egress thru tress. ‘
ot |
| |
-
i i
L1 e
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: CONTUSIONS. PUNCTURE WO - AMD BURNE

RECORD BLEE o e

DETAILSE OF SKULL FRACTURES AND BRAIN INJURY DESCRIBL AND BHOW SRAPHICALLY
| ALL FRACTURES. BY TYPL (Simple, depressed, o bulvwed, sor.) 1 SITES OF BRAIN LESIONE. IF ANY 3 DISLOCATIONS OF MAMDIBLE
————————————————————————————————————————— e —— e ————eeteemeeeeeeeee——————————




e

MEDICAL OFRCER'S IPORT OJC ACCIDENT, INCIDENT, O GROUND

OPRAY FORN BTSO-8D (REV. 3-83) BPRC AL MAMDIL FNG

oy ream roae v sony v wemseSEAS axomer SR SRSSS

SECTION F (Comstmmad) ot ACE

DESCRIBE AND SHOW GRAFMICALLY BY OUTLINING

mmmmﬂ. = e ——

RECORD ALL INJURIES NO MATTER WOW TRIVIAL. mnﬂ-ﬂuv-um

DETAILS OF SxULL PFRACTURES AND BRAIN INJURY. DESCRIBE AMD SHMOW GRAPHICALLY
2. BITES OF BRAIN LESIONS, 1F AMY. 3 DISLOCATIONS OF MANDI PLE




b DESCRIBE AND SHOW GRAPHICALLY: |. ALL FRACTURES OF SPINAL COLUMN  (Simple, compromed, ohe.)
1 DISLOCATION AND DIRECTION OF DISPLACEMENT. 1. SITES OF CORD DAMAGE IF ANY.

2 ‘v‘ ff?;:{?é*‘w:‘-'“ir;".;: P




i AND SHOW GRAPHICALLY: 1. ALL FRACTURES OF SPINAL COLUMMN (Simple, sempremed. she.)
S DILOCATION AND BECTION OF DIPACRMIN, 1. 5T OF GO S
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BICAPL, PERSONAL AND SURVIVAL

.

T [ ¥

3

»

MODEIL DEMGMATION rwd. U sdditiamal 821 0V) plese pager i smeded |
1. Hard Hat APH-6A m No.l=60| X |AESR| AE | AR -
2. Visor-Med-Neutral
32H)1297-1 X |AESR| AB 2. See Mdendum Section G-8
3. Visor-Med-Clear
RH29T-2 X " AE 3. See Addendum Section G-
. 02 Mask, ALJA,Med X |amse| A | & 4. See Addendum Section G-8
5. Hd-kocnhhr
226-20004 -2 Ser. 6 X |AESR A A
6. 3 Hose, AR,D,.C, 17. See Addendum Section G-8
107-113-375 X |AESR| A A
7« Cable Assembly 18. Ses Addendum Section G-8
§-13137-390 X |AESR| A A
8. Interuediate 19. See Addendum Sectigm O-8
Type 2. 21009-7 Sefr #2080 X |aEsR| a4 [a
9. Retention Cup, 1104 -2 25. See Addendum Section G-8
(Adapter, Harness ) X (AESR| A | A
0. Suit, Integrated Harley | X |AESR| AE | 4B 29. See Addendum Section G-8
Barness., MIL-8-1 Buckle
(ABR) Medium-Reg. EAl MOD
Koch Pt
(acsE A1)
BECTION W ESCAPE/EORESS, SURVIVAL AND RESCUE PWASES

See AMdendum Section H,
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m ,I.H 6. Used 7,

|

27.

u'llnl. Vest, ﬂrl.-
DSA~4 Survival Enife~Shesth 5
Shroud Cuttar, GS~005 61944.
Strobe Light, SD-U, 5-E, 17988,
!!.-1 Kic, tu-u-m- Gun,

7 Flares, Mark-79, MOD-O.

Mark 3-C, Serfl6374/M383-7999-1A,
Flare, MEX-13, WOD-0. (2 dye
-m“. ! mlﬂ. 1 MIO).
Coverall, Anti~G Swuit, Z-4, W.H.
Gloves, Swsmer, Flying, B-3A,
Polyamide /Leather.

Coverall, Susmer, Flying, Man's,
Tan, MIL-C-3390C (WEPS).

““. nm. “!.t,. Stsel Toe.

Parachute, MEEU 5000 PA,
Serfhl18169
Back Pad.

Seat Cushion, 1", 800239.
Survival Kit Assembly, RSSK-
A, SerflSs.

PE-2 Raft, Serdl2l35.

Mark-13, MOD-0, Day/Night
Distress Flare, Lot#19-960.
Desalter Kit, Mark II, Type IL.

Emargency Bescom, AN PET-3,
Ser#l261.

2 Dye Markars, Sponge, Signal
Mirror.

40-57A ACSD,
15-60, 4-62,

5-53,#21-CSEC.
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mepicaL ormcans rerorr offfffc AccoenT, mcioenT, or erouUND

OFNAY PORE STBS 8P (BEV. -45) RCIAL
BCTON § ESCAPE, PERSOMAL AND SURVIVAL BOUPSENT

LIST AND COOE IR ACCORSARCE WITH BECTION & OF INSTRUCTION

2 ssumvivaL sEscUT FuAsE
‘nuunlnn DEBCRIPTION e L’ ':““_ 5 - REMANNE
INCLUDING SPRCIFIC MODIFICATION R asLg | MEED | UsED AlLED] Mapias fehree lons snd o @Mcity encms
MODEL DESIONATION "‘1 tored Use sdditiomsl Ba 10V plain peper i sseded. |
L. Hard hat, APR-6A AC BSerdl-60 AR | AR
.l- 'mr*"ht“l, 2,
JM1297~-1. X AR | See Addendum Section G-
3. Visor-Med-Clear, #3.
Im1297-2 X AR See addendum Section 0-8
4. 92 Mask, A-134, qu fll,
--21.01. X AESR AR AR See addendum section O=8
5. Mimi-regulator, m. 2,
226~20004-13, X AESR AR AX See addendum section G-8
6. .l Hose, AR, D.C, - | 13,
12107-113-375. X lzsx Az |ax Ses sddendum section G-8
7. Cable Assembly, ASP- | | 4.
E-13137-390, X L.I.ll I AR | AX See addendum section G-8
8. Istermediate Block, | .
Type 2-21009-7, 93. X | AR |A.l |
9. Retention Cup, 7194-1 C-SEB#LS |
(Adapter & Harness Assby) i X r.l.ll ‘ AR | AX | |
10, Suit, Integrated Koch fit 1 | | |
Harness, Torso, Large- ACSCH1 w
Regulsr. MIL-§-19089 HeloLift ‘
(AER). CASECM X AZ :u |
Continued; | ' ) |
MCTON W mnnummmummm
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11. Mark 3-C, SerNo-11207, N383-67736A, ACSSED 40-STA, X AESR
Flares, MEK-13 MOD-0. 2 Dye Markers, 15-60, 4-62,
1 Whistle. 5-63/CLSEC#21.

12. Survival Vest, SV-1: 2 SEEK-2 Kits; X no s

Light, Marker, Distress; MK-79 MOD-O
Signal Kit Illwmination; Knife, Shrowd
Cutter, Pocket; Enife, Survival, 5"
Blade and Sheath.

13. Cloves, Leather, Work type. Type

B-3A, Sheepskin. X AESR AESR
14. Coverall, Anti-C Buit, Z-4, W.H. X AESR 4 ARSI
15. Coveralls, Flying, Men's Susmer,

MIL-C-5390G(WEPS) Orange. X AELSR AESR ARSIl
16. Boots, Flying Safety, Steel Toe,

DSA100-661. X AESR AESR ARS]




ADDENDUM to Page 5, Section G, #: A/C Accident 1-68A, NFO:

2. VISOR-Med-Neutral: NFO had this shaded viser im hard hat although not (n dowm
position. EXPLANATION: It was a and he could not ses with visor down. HNe
suffered vhich could have been prevented.

J. VISOR-Med-Clear: Left behind at paraleoft although this would seem to have been the
approprists visor.

11. MAERE-3C: Used as 2 means of elevating NFO frem wet ground.

12. SURVIVAL VEST & CONTENTS: Left behind at squadrom.

13, GLOVES-Lsathar: ried on his person but net worm. _

l14. PARBACHUTE: NFO's chute was used to cover the pilot to prevemt exposure.




A/C Accident of z. 153113 of 20 July 1967

el e R e e T B r R bt L R e ]

NFO pulled face cumh to the point of j.tumm canopy but not far emough to activate
the seat. He then reached for the altermate sjection handles with one hand but felt
intense heat ({n that ares and returned with both hands to face curtain and pullsd again
thus infitiating sjection sequence. He doss not remsmber forward tumble or opening shock.
He describes landing very smoothly and the satire sequence appeared to last omly twe eor
three seconds. Personnel chute was partially covering the NFO. He lease hia
Koch fittings but his left rocket jet fitting was stuck and with his could not
open it. He explaimed his situstion to the pilot whe instructed him to remove his torse
harnsss. The pilet had his strobe light em by Jhich the NFO located him.

ware roximately 30 yards apart., He found the pilot with his

« The puot was free of his parachute and moving about.
They attempted to remove the pilot's persennel chute from tree but were unable to do se.
They then returned teo location of NFO's chute and removed it to use teo keep insects from
their The NFO then returned to location of his seat pan and kicked the seat
pan back to locatiom of pilot with his feet. Acting as the pilet's eyes, then
directed the pilot in his attempt to open the seat pan and remove survival equipment.

They then activated both radiocs. About 08B0 the NFO set out to find help. He found some
power lines and followed these to & road which took him through a tobacce field and com
field to another road. There he met a CPLI] vho took him to the nearest phone where
he called the crash officer and told him of their position. CPL[l] thec drove the Wro
to MCAS, VMCJ-2 Squadron building where he met MAJOR IHEEvto srranged to have him
transported to the Emergency Room at the Station Hospital.




ADDENDUM to Page 5 for EJECTION SEATS utilized im A/C Accident case of
¢« EIE i A/C BuNo. 153113 on 20 July 1967 at MCAS, Cherry Point,N.C,

----- S e AR A AR SRS SRS SRR SRS E RS

EJECTION SEAT - FRONT, PILOT: MANZ. MK HSA/Al

#2117 Martin-Baker MK%E

Main Gun 1034, 1 ,» 1233, 1373, 1403, 1703.

Seat Compoment 1177, 1742.

Drogue Gun 1244, 2365, 2366, 2479, 1528.

Time Realease 1489, 2363, 2391, 2411, 2430, 2648, 1717, 2670.

Seat Raising Actuator 1194, 1728, 1746.

EJECTION SEAT - REAR. NAVAL rLIGHT orricer: I = =sa/a

#2106 Martin-Baker ?&ﬂuilm

Main Gun 1034, &, 1233, 1373, 1403, 1705.

Seat Component 1777, 1742,

Drogue Gun 1244, 2365, 2366, 2479, 1528.

Time Release 1489, 2363, 2391, 2411, 2430, 2648, 1717, 2670,

Seat Raising Actuator 1194, 1728, 1746.
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ADDEND to MOR Page &, Scc“ ii iil i'li of A/C Accident 1-68A, BuNo. 153113,
PILOT
_ Sectionm 1, #9; SUBSEQUENT TO EGRESS.

were included in Page 4, Section F, No. 19, (86)
of this report. Theorized to be sustained during sgress throughttrees.

NFO pulled face curtain to point of jettisoning canopy but not far enough to initiate
ejection. He then decided to try the a’' ternate eject handle. While holding the face
curtain with one hand toc attempt the alternate mathod, he was met with intense heat
in that area. He returned to the face curtain with both hands and pulled again, thuas
attaining ejection sequence.

— Section 1, #9; SUBRSEQUENT TO EGRESS.
Unable to release Koch Fittings because xf_.

ABBERDUN TO PAGE 6, PILGT & WFO | -
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STATDONT OF CAPTAIN _ EEEEN VWCJ)-2 Afrcraft Maintemance

Officer

1. RF-4B nyre-~u thmber 153113 Modex CY-10 was accapted intc the levy
Irverr.= ", «u= L2val Plant Pepreasn‘ative Officer & 'cuia, wn IV Dec
1256, Tae notorelt was assigrei to asd accepted by V', 2 om 11 Jua 1967,
Tie a*=cresir n2d ot been overn: Jed 2t the time of the accidert and had
2" 7 Lsuma since acerptance. louring July prior to the sccident, the

a> craflt fiew 24,0 hours with 72 li-dings. The aircreft entered <¢2 first
c? l*ncar even insj-r<iom cn 28 Apr 1567 and completed it om 3 Jun 1067,
Betw=en the culend.r inspontinn acd the accident the aircraft flew 70.5
hovea

2. Tur lore eugine 1TUFAZ ser no 421070 was accepted 15 Feb 1062 by

AFPR roendaie OLio. The engione bad twy cverhauls, the zecond completed at
O &R Noruy on 6 Jun 1966. Total time since new was 1354.8 hours with
272.8 hours since overhaul and original installation, in CY-10, at McDonnell
Corporation. The engine entered calendar ma jor inspection on 28 Apr 1967
and was completed 5 May 1967 at HEMS-24, MAC-24. Flight time since calendar
fnspection was 70.5 hours.

3. Starboard engine J79CESB ser no 421330 was accepted by AFPR Evendale
Ohio on 9 Sep 1963. The engine had one overhaul at O & R NAS Noris on
5~27-66. Total time since new was 1046.3 hours with 273.0 hours since
overhaul and original installation, in CY-10, at McDomnell Corporation.
The engine entered calendar ma jor inspection on 28 Apr 1967 and was
completed on 5 May 1967 at HOMS-24, MAC-24, Flight time since calendar
inspection was 70.5 hours.

4. The following technical directives had not been complied with in the
aircrafe,
&, AFC-235, Replacement of front engine mount bolts,
b. AFC-~244, Inc, of engine fuel shut off valves safety provisions.
t. AFC-261, Rewark of NLG steering system,
d. AFC-282, External centerline tank discomnect assembly fuel and air
addition to.
e. GAFC~§, Alircraft throttle control system replacement of castellated
nuts
f. AFC-300, Modificatiom of bleed air check valve clamp.
g APC-304, Cabin pressure regulator protective screem,

- Page 1 of 4 Pages Enclosure (2)

SPECIAL BANDLING REQUIRED in accordance with OPNAVINST 3750, 6 Series




AFC-311, Interim throttle link installation,

AFC-328, Modification of pressurisation system electrical circuitry.
AFC~349, Inspection for stress corrosion cracks in cat tow hook
fiteings.

AFB-92, Inspection of stab hinge bolt assembly.

AFB-91, Oround test lever cabin pressure regulator

AFB-77, Inspection of suspension lags 600 gal extermal fuel tank.
AFB-89, Engine slide brace upper fitting.

AlB-97, Inspection of blanket assembly.

AF8-63, Inspection of wing hinge fold.

AFB-98, Am 1, Imspection of front cockpit control spring.

AvC-624, Removal and installation of amplifiers.

ASC~85, (both seats) Installation of drogue gun cocking indicator.
ASC~49, (both seats) Installation of preflight ejection seat check
list,

- - or
- - &

ol a5 P I ol

5. The following technical directives had not been complied with on the
port engine ser no 421070,

. PPB-106, Rework of machine ring turbine frame.

PPB-145, Modification of compressor rotor.

PPB-171, Modification of compressor rear frame.

PPC~13, Transfer gearbox gasket.

PPC-38, Scavenge filter to cooler nose.

PPC~-53, Conversion of AB assembly.

g. PPC-62, Two point oil indication system.

h. PPC-74, Power lever control spline shaft,

e on U’-

6. The following techmical directives had not been complied with on the
starboard engine ser no 421330,

a. PPB-192, Inlet and transfer gearboxes.

b, PPB-156, Rev A, turbines.

c, PPC-9, Replacement of main spark plug.

d. PPC-13, Modification of transfer gearbox.

e, PPC-53, Conversion of AP assembly

f. PPC-62, Two point oil indication system.

g. PPC-74, Power lever control spline shaft.

7. Listed Discrepancies and corrective action taken.
11 July 1967
&, Water in viewfinder, Cleared water ocut of viewfinder,
b. Trailing edge flap indicator sticks when full flaps dowm. Not
corrected or subseguently griped.

Page 2 of § Pages A Eoclesure (2)
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¢. No radar altimetar, Not repaired, systen awaiting parts.
d, FIR receivcr computer fzil light. Not repaired.
e. Yawv kicks left to right at altitude. Trimmed autopilot.
12 July, First flight, no discrepancies,
12 July, Second Flight.
a. Altireter sticks even with less than 500 ft/mia descent, Replaced
prefsure altimeter,
b, FLKR dowm, Removed repaired and replaced FIR transmitter,
. Knob on flap switch loose. Tightened knob.
13 »ly
a, Barometric altimeter front cockpit sticks badly, lags 3-400'.
Replaced altimeter with rear seat altimeter.
15 hly
a. FiR fail light., Not corrected,
b. FIR camera circuit breaker pops each time FLR camera turmed on.
Not corrected.
c. I=-R film fail light, Checked 0K.
17 Kly
a. Canrri defog wet., Not corrected
b. Genciator failed during flight, recycled on after 5 mins. Ran
aircraft one hour could not get gencrator to malfunction.
18 July
a, Station one photo camera and film fail. Not corrected.
b, Suspect s:ation two shutter broken. Not corrected.
c¢. Rudder kicks at altitudes. Trimmed autopilot.
18 July, second flight, no discrepancies,
18 July, third flight,
e. ICS coatrol panz. in front cockpit loose. Secured control pannel.
b, YAW stadb kicks., Trimmed autopilot.
c. Bad oxygen leak near seat, middle block, check front seat too.
Changed rear seat pan. Pressure checked OK,both front and rear.
19 July
2. No UHF t=ansmit: in front seat, rear OK. Repositioned UHF switch
from SSh. C(Checled OK.
5, PRecr seat pan loose, Put left sticker clip in,
19 July, second rlight
a. left aux air door remained open when gear raised. Cycled door
ven timec and checiced good.
b. ‘xygen leak, used oxygea down to 3/4 liter in 40 minutes. Replaced
. lox converter, pressure checkod systea.
8. The aircraft was preflighted in accordance with existing directives, and -
carried 12,200 1bs of JP-5 with two full extermal tanks, LOX and lube oil
were full, Pilot signed yellow sheet and indicated he examined the last 10

discrepancy reports.
© Page 3 of 4 Pages 3 . iiraaclesure (2)
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9. The following items were submitted for DIR,

Nopenclature , VMCJ-2 Msg. DTG requesting DIR Cont, No,
a. Angle Attack

Thansmitter 2713252 July 1967 F4-67-617
b. Angle Attack

Indicator 2713327 July 1967 F4-67-67
¢c. Auto Pilot

Amplifier 2713352 July 1967 F4-67-67
d. Central Air

Data Computer 2713302 July 1967 F4-67-67
o. Oxygen Maak 2417352 July 1967 F4-6T7-67
f. J79GESB Engine

ser/no 421070 2612502 July 1967 Fé-67-67
g. J79CGESB Engine

ser/no 421330 2612502 July 1967 F4-67-67

10. The above information is true t the best of my knowledge.

Ceortified true copy

Page 4 of 4 Pages 1“'&:1.-“(1)
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sraraer or corPorAL NN, 5« concerning RF-UB Bureau
Number 153113 accident on 20 July 1967

I wvas going to work the morming of 20 July 1967 at the ving survival
school about 5 miles west on highway 70. I turned down the dirt road going
towards survival school when I noticed a man walking along the rcad about
o rdle up the highmy at about 0845. I picked him up and we vent to the
nearest house toc use the phone and call in, The lieutenent got crash crew
and finally reached his outfit. He asked to be brought to his outfit to
tell them vhat had happened. We reached J-2 about 0920 and he was brought
to the hospital. Prom conversation with the lieutenant I lsarned about
the pilot, Captair ] being in the field yet, From this conversatian
I could make out approxcimately where the Captain was at because I had been
working out there with scme heavy equipment mn a road., About 0945 I vas
told to repart to the flight line to a helicopter to search for the Captain,
Just as we were about to lift Aff, about 1000, the Captain was brought in
by halicopter and taken to the hospi 3

Baclosuze (3)
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ITATEMENT AND or seeao Lrevrevar IS =),
BB =R conce RP-4D Durecu Number 15\113 accident on 20 July 1967.

STATEMENT AND INTERVIEW M.JE ON 21 JULY 1967. mvmnra-mn-
S, SN USMC (TRANSCRIPT OF TAPE RECORDING)

This 1s Litutcmnt_ victin of an accident on the

20th of July 1967. To the best of my knowledge this is what occurred.

We started rolling off the rurwamy at ObShk 1 the moming and wve wveren't
afrborme nore than one or tvo minutes wvhen there wos o huge flash of vhite
light coming Tfram the front, and after this vhite light I sawv a yellow type
fire an! I heard wvhat I thought might have been an explosion., The ab, find-
ing out loter 1t might have been tl.c aircraft bouncing off the ground some-
place, cxactly where I don't now. I don't recall hearing acy "'eject’
'ejeci'" from the pilot, hie ooy have called it to pe. I Jjust don't recall
cause I was so busy, flailing around wvith the fire and so forth. I didn't
scc the eject light coane on either. Well, I pulled the curtain and the seat
diln't o off right away; I didn't pull far enough but the canopy had jet-
tisconed however, and I geve it another tug, ot the sape tine fighting the
flazws, and next thing I remember is landing on the grounc. I don't seem to
have bLeen in the air very long at all; it wvas alnost 2 or 3 seconds from the
time I ecjected to when I touched down. Thot's tl t seened to D& anywvay.

I landed about 30 to 40 yards away from Captail I heard hio
calling, and I answered hinm, and he told me that . Be had
his strobe light on and asked me if T could see it and I could. I couldn't

get out of my torso harness right awny, e
of the rocket jet fittings had not cope apert and I wos Just stuck in t.ho
torso hoarness and under ©y canopy, ah, like the parachute etc. I started wig-
gling around and eventually wiggled ry way out of the torso harness and I
made oy way over to at which time he told me thet he was fine except for
B e hod and also that he had, he thought
he had, ae was naving about vhen I got there and ve vent back;
ve tried to get his canopy out of the trees but not being able to do so, we
vent over tc where I had landed and picked mine up and ve wvent back to [
positicon vhere there vere fewer bugs and he vrapped himself up in the canopy
cause he vas o little cold end vas a little shivering. I went back to vhere
I had landed and got the seat Xit, the vhole pan and of course pushed it and

kicked 1t ro it over, end over end, with feet till I fioally got to
B 4 since h, he -

I directed hin and ve got the seats open and we collected the flares and got
the radios out, and he set, I think ]I seen to recall him setting a flare off
right then and there, I'm not sure obout this. Well, we got the radios golng
and we di4n't get any results. At around edght o'clock I set out on & trek
to try to fin) scme help and after going through a couple places in the svanp
I noticed a cabin or bullding being put up to the right just by the power

lines out there and I sav a road and decidad to follow 1%, and it tock me

/ Baclosure (/9)

SPECTAL BANDLING REQUIRED in ccoordance with OPNAVINET 3750.6 Series




pnltntobaccoﬁel.ﬂgacom!‘ied rmmgo.umnmuuuf
main road I guess, o Corporal who works in survival, he operutes

bu.l.l‘!our, he coane elang and T hailed him down and he took me to a phono
re I tried to contact YMCJ-2. I got the crash officer on the line
to Iu:: of @y condition, and of condition and position as wvell

t"‘ﬂ

k;nav where it vas. Then the corpornl drove me to VNCJ-2 vhere I met Major
— cmd he got scoedbody to take me over to the emergency wvard. That's
ell

0.K. One or tvo queastions. (One. On the take-off roll, would

you tell ne anything that Coptain [isaia to you over the
ICS if you can renenber it?

I dan't, ah wvell, vhat ] renember - he vas coamenting on the
take-off and things seemcd to be going normal, I kinda remen-
ber hin tel ing e the vheels vere up etc., and I believe he's
the one that come over the air and said IFR, ve had been VIR,
rnd then all the sudden he says IFR and then that's vhea ] saw
nee flash of light and things happened kinda hurridly then,

&
L™
Tat's about all,

0.X, D4, 414 you Lear Cnptain- atterpt to make Ay tmmans-
miesion an the UIP, and also vere you still on tower frequency
to the best of your knowledge amybhow?

To the best of oy knovledge, ve vere on tover frequency. I
ion't recall hearing Captain [ teking roy (P treansaissions,
he oay have, however I just don't rvcall hearing it.

C.K. In your statement you said that you scen a flash followed
by a fire in the front cockpit. How I guess it, 414 it come
back to the back cockpit isswdiately, or how soon did it get
intoc the back cockpit?

Well, that uh, that brilliant flash of light, that intense
wvhite light, that I sav - T don't dnov; T knov it vas gp fromt
but I don't know vhether it vas fire or vhat, And the yellow
type flame I sawv up front, and I guess it 4i¢ came back beCause

o o I pulled the face curtaln.

Did you start your ejection sequence irmediatcly upon seeing
the fire in the front cockpit?

After seeing that drilliant flash of light - I didn't know vhat
it vas - and I 4idn't hear amgything from Captain at any

rate I don't recall hearing amything. When the yellow flame -
yollow type fliod - I sow anll felt,’ I 4fd go for the facé cuf-
tain immediately.

0.K. I think that will be all, thank you.

2 Bnclosure (/9)
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eraraeErr oF carrADi I - USMC concerning RP-4B Bureau
Mumber 153113 accident on 20 July 1967

I wvas the VMCJ-2 Operaticmns Duty Officer the morning of 20 July 1967.
About OLL5Q TACC called and asked if Event 9 was airborne. I checked with
the flight line and reported that 9-1, an EA-CA, was having trouble getting
started and the flight would be late getting airborme, About 05109 TACC
ogain requested the status of Event 9, I checked w!-' the Ci‘ght line and
reported that event 9-1 could not get started and wms cacelling, and that
9-2, an RP=-LB, was either airborne or should be getting airborne.

About O0T715Q Appreach Control called to advise that 9=2 had not made
fds expected approach time of 0655Q and to see if I knew his location.
I told them that I had no contact withh 92 but that he could possibly have
Joined a tanker for refueling, or landed at Beaufort or Myrtle Beach. I
asked for 9-2's take-off time and it wvas passed as about 04L55Q.

Avout 0740Q Capteinlcros TACC called checking on 9-2. I informed
him that 9=2 had not returned to VMCJ-2 and that I d14 not knov his vhere-
abouts, I asked him 1f T.CC could contact the two tankers to see if 9=-2
had possibly joined them for refueling. I alsc asked him to check Beaufort

for a possible landing there,

avout 0802 Captain [caiiea and reported that 9-2 nad not joined
tanker or landed at Beaufort. I told him that 92 had between 3 hours
3 hours 10 minutes fusl on board and would be out at this time., T
what the last radio caontact had been with 9-2 and he reported that
had never established radio contact. Captain [i] then advised that
earch and rescus was being notified.

15

I advised the Cammnding Officer of VMCJ=Z2 of the above events and thean
notified MAO-14 8«3 of the same,

Avout 0855 Start Sergeant [l fro= the Crush Crev called and said

that Lieutenant [ had called in by telephone reporting the crash,
and advising that the pilcot was still at the crush site, and badly burned.

Enclosure (20)
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STATEMENT QF C-M’?-'J-"—- NMC ccnereraing R-4B Bureau

Rumber 153113 acc. s

At appraximatce! y 7 ' o for a 0300
brief. The briefiny: v oL with rul o e merwey [~ sanit, QOaptain
and I talked 8t n vnlile on alternnt<s and M 1 g becnpse
of the two diffcrent types of alrcraft involved in the 1.1..:t,

At 0350 th~ crews of both aircraft went to the line shack and then the

alrcraft, A™ter repeated trys I vas umable 1o get xy aircraft s .

At approximatsly 4 T *uned on my radioc and cantacted ain in-
formicg him - - J17m™fu status, T also told Captain that I had a
maintenance ~r-. rifrns, om the alrceraft and that he wvas to use our local
200 flipht clearcioe 'F Fo vnsted to teke-off. Tt was decided that Captain
B vould tue-f7 myg 40 1 could get my aircraft started I would meet hinm
at the f1--° 7° w » tyack. (Oaptal taxd the fuel pite to
refusl, /L af.ivoxinadely Ow [ observed Captain aircraft taxiing
outbound., /* 1peadratoly W00 T cbserved two Ped's taking off runway 32
&t about ons ninlte fntory Joth aircraft vent through a fog bank at
the take cff ¢... 7 “he rinar, Both take-offs appeared to be normal. I
vas able to s f ' 4=~ . much longer than the second because he
stayed in bu—-~ ° be ¢ le, The second aircraft came out of burner
soom after L:*' L & o then lost sight of it, I 4id not see any
exploeicn or « .4 rximately 0530 we decided to abort our mis-
sionm and ret: o Lo tn &L <@ and informed Captain {cm) that

we were unable to got the circraft started.

I vas designa‘ed o Laval Aviator on Mxy 23, 1962, I have approximately
1880 hours t:tal flicht time,




STATEMENT OF m*_@t,cmcem RP=-4R Bureau
Rumber 153113 accident on July 1967

Thursday morning July 20, 1967 I wvas assigned as MAG-24 Hot Pad coordine
ating officer. At about O4L5 we received a scramble at BO-06 with Major
WAINCH from 531 started and taxied out. He got airborne at 0450 however
due to darkness I mistakenly believed anocther P to be the aircraft I wvas
mornitoring. I watched thds P4 perform his engine run-ups (2) and them
delay about 10 seconds during which time ] assuped he wvas dropping his flape
and ‘completing the take off check list. He started his roll, got two good
burner lights and lifted off at a normal distance down the runvay, I watche-
ed until he wvas about 500 feet and then wvalked over to tell the taxi director
to shut down the spare aircraft we had started for back up. As I was talk-
ing to the taxi director an orange glow of about two seconds duration 1lit up
the sky of the end of rumay 32, the duty rumway. It was of about 2-3 sec-
ands duration, similar to after burner glow in clouds but of much greater
mgnitude, I called the 0,D.0. on my radio and asked him to check it cut as
I vas afraid our aircraft had crmshed, however I got the word that Major

had checked in with MACS as briefed and was flying intercepts., Pur-
ther vord fram the towver indicated no aircraft missing.

In checking with the hot pad crev I found that our aircraft did oot do
rn=-upe and had acteally taken of I six oinutes earlier.

I have approximately 1400 hours flight time, 525 in the P-4 and was
designated on 17 April 192,

Boclosure (22)
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STA™™LCHT OF MATTR _ USMC concerning f*=43 Bureau Number

15:i13 accident cn 20 July 1.7

On the momming of 20 July 1967, I was acting as the M.3-2L ceoordinator
for the emmlorent of P-4F aircraft in the Anti Alr Warfo.+ Exerc¢ise wvhich
camerced at 0-00Q on 20 July. Included in the communica! s equipment
available for my use was a Motorola Bandie-Talkie FPM Radic;ime, This
rediophone wvas not included in the normal complement of cormuaications
available but was loaned to me by the MAG-24 Maintepance Control Cenmter to
allov mon‘toring of the movement of P-4 aircraft amto the "Hot Pad”.

AL 04500 cre P-LP wma scrambled from the "HotPad", Shortly after this
F=4B was laur~hed I ooc—ieard & call from the "Hot Pad" to the VYMFA-513
Operations Duty QOffirc-, on the Radiophone, stating that severnl persomnel
on the "Hot ™i" had (rerved a flash Ff the take-off end of moway 32.

Upan hearing this I ‘=wiiately called the Marine Corpe Alr Station, Cherry
Point, Operations Duty Officer and informed the person that ansvered of the
flash and inquired wvhether any emergencies were in ly after
this I spoke vith the Tactical Air Cantrol Center (Mm ascer-
tained that all the airborne MAG=24 F=-LBe had checked in and wvere accomplish-
ing their assigned missions,

At approximately 0700 I received a routine call from the MAG-24 Liaison
Officer at the Toctical Air Control Center (Major and he mentiocned
that a VMCJ-2 RF-47 was overdus. I mentioned the flash off the end of runwmy
32 to him. A fow minutes later I spoke to LtCol ot the Tactical Alr
Control Center an! relayed the same information to him that I had to the
Station Operaticus Luty Officers representative, 1.:Col [JEMasked 1r I
could get any more details, I made several calls and learnad that Captain
For VMPA-513 and Captain had both observed the flash, I cal-

rtcol B and gave him the information I bad at this time and he
indicated that the SAR helicopter would search this area,

Eaclosure (27)
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smarn@r or carrary R USMC concerning RF-4B Bureau
Number 153113 accident on 20 July 1907

On the morning of 20 July I was participating in the 2dMAW AAWEX
sxercise.

ile under Velvet Pod cantrol and established in a CAP eau the 280/L0
of Cherry Point TACAN I menticned to my RIO that what appeared to be a
series of flares had just gone off in the vicinity of Cherry Pnint.

Around 0500 I saw three distinct flashes ef orange light partially
obscured by the fog. One large and ecme sraller flash was immediately
followed by a third large flash. IEstimate that the entire durati~n was
less than three seconds in that my RID did not see ary unusual light vhen
he loaled.

The three flashes gave the appearance of a gns flare that 4id net
ignite.

nmb.uemmm:w—mmw-m
AVIATR oo 15 April 1965, end has 481 flight boure.

BExclosure (29)
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ssrman or s e I . cncerize 113
Bureau Number 15311 : ) U1y 1967

accldCly 2.1 =V

To Whom 1t MYy “ontera:  Girag AT TL67 fOC ™Ay 1'4)7) 1 wvas the

LY

senior reprecentalive froa Y. G=3 prerer® et the U0

Bvent & echeduled to be 2 -~ BAS was do wyed and o /L ms replaced
"ty an RP-45 and the other EAS did not take off,

Upan checking as to the status of Event 9, I was told that no ones
tock cff to fly 1it.

later in the morning I became avare that Event 9 414 have one aircraft
became airborne vhich was an RP-4B but 1t did not check in with the TAOC.

The SAP wheels were put into moticn and the aircraft was found to have
crashei shortly after take-o“f without chance t

Eclosure (15)
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STATEMENT OF MAJCR UBMC concerning RP-4B Bureau
Number 153113 accident an 20 July 1967

On the morning of 20 July 1967 I was in the TACC as the MAG-24 coordin-
ator for the AAWEX. During the course of cperations I heard a Lieutenant
in the center briefing Colcnel [l and LtCol [ on the possidility of
on P4 alrcreaft, a CY 9-1 or 9-2 belonging to VMCJ being down. That he had
not checked in, wvas overdue and that calls wvere being made to determine 1if
ayone or agency knew of his vhereabouts, The Lieutenant alsc stated that
tover had confirmed CY's take-off. But no contact after that.

At this time the weather wvent to minimums for the axercise and in viev
of the probable emergency, aircraft airborne vere ordered to recover and a
hold wvas put on take-offs. I called Major I =t the MAC-24 Head-
quarters and informed him cf the situation and he related to me that he
had heard an explosien after an Pu take-off which was about the time of
the aircraft in question, and that others in MAG-24L had alsc either hsard
or seen it and that the tower had been informed, but that the tower had
nothing to report. I irmediately passed this information to Colonel NN

and LtCol [ This vns the ﬂn:Wm arny such
incident. Both wvanted more detalls o I ezlle

Major ]l = the phone again and let LtCol [ talx to hin.

Enelosure (2¢)
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STATEMENT OF FIRST LIBUTEIANT ISMC cancerning RP-LB
Bureau Number 153113 accident om 20 July 1967

on 20 July 1967 I wvas assigned duties of Senior Air Controller in the
Tectical Air Control Center for the 2nd MAN AAWEX.

At approximately 0450 Sergeant ] the Crev chier, called VWCJI-2 to
check on aggressor event 9 who would be CY 9-1, the Flight Schedule indi-
cated he vas due to take-off at 0435Q. Sergeant [l ves informed by the
duty officer that 9-1 had aborted but 9-2 was airborne and should return
aebout O730Q. At this time event $9, CY 9-2 was indicated airborme as a
failed to RID (Radic in, Out) with an unknown FTR (Estimated Time of Return)
on the TATC log and status board.

At OT4O when CY 9-2 hod not returned, mpt.nm-m was vorking
vith me called VMCJ-2 to inquire if 9-2 was on the deck and was informed
thot he wos not, but that he may have gone to work with the tanker. At
this time the TACC contacted the tanker at Cherry Point and had MACS-9
chieck with the tanker at Beaufort, 5.C, also requested MACS-9 to check
with MATCU-59 who was controlling aggressor events in the Beaufort area.
MACS-9 reported noc one in the Beaufort area had any contact vith CY 9-2,
When contacted, MACS-5, who was aggressor cantrol for Cherry Point area,
informed TACC that CY 92 bad not checked in vith them either. I called
the tower and was informed CY 9-2 had not checked in with them, at this
time TACC attempted to contact CY 9=2 on guard frequancy, No Joy, also
Tequested MACS-9 attempt to establish contact on guard, No Jay.

At 0805Q TACC requested the SAR helicopter to sweep the Alr Pleld Area
to about 5 milas out, Tower will send out the helicopter.

At 0B06Q TACC requested a ramp check at Cherry Point and Beaufort, S.C.
for CY 9=2 or aircraft with CY-10 side number. The aircraft is not on the
deck at elther location. Requested RATCC to check Myrtle Beach and other
alternate fields, they had already began., At 0817Q the tower reported that
Norfolk Rescus had been alerted at 2012097, this was reported vhen TACC ask
that they be alerted. At 0835Q TACC requested the last contact the tower
had with CY 9=2 (CY-10) and wvas informed, OS54Z VFR on a local 200 flight
plan,

At 0915 colonel [El-eyorted to colone) [HENN that the wreckage
had been located by the SAR helicopter off the end of the rurmwwy.

The above statemant is true to the best of my novledge.

Enclosure (1))
| SPECTAL BANDLING REQUIRED in accordance with OPNAVINST 3750.6 Series

!._ ‘ adnl | _‘Il-




srarnevr 07 serceant NS 'S4, concerning RF-4B
BuNo 153113 acecident on 20 July 1957

On the morning of 20 July 1967 I was on duty at TACC. I noted that
I had an alrcraft overdue to be launched according to e T/1°J7-2 flieMt
schefule. I called the VMCJ-2 duty officer. iie anl ! ¢ alreraft
was airtcorae About 15 minutes later I callec MLI5-7 @ arCing that
aircraft. They said that they didn't have the air:raZt. I then called
tower. They said that the aircraft was airborne and had = block time.
I callod the controlling agency but they had no Joy I called VMCI-2
agein and was told that thay had one aireraft not going up but ome was
airborne. T tlen celled MACS-9 and asked them to contact all controlling
agencies. They had no Joy. I called tower again and wes told that his
block time was overdue. I then called Myrtle Beach, his secondary air-
field. With no joy there 1 called the other neartyy fields with no joy

I was directed by Col. I to alert SAR. SAR said that they had
no helicopters in the air at that time. Col. [l crdered SAR to launch
a heliocopter to investigate the report of an explosicn at the end of
runway A2.

During this time I had requested s visual check of the flields by all
East Coast Air Beses for possible locating of the missing sircraft, with
negative resulte.

To the best of my knowledge this is what happened on the marning of
20 July 1967,

Enclceure (1)
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STATBUENT OF cnm_ JR.EIEE v R, cencerning
-l Bu l; 153113 sccident on 2 0 July 1967,

CY %=2 falled to check out (RIO) with Nickery whea airborm,
WCe?2 wvas called and they reported 9-2 had been airborn since
spprexisstely O0Lh15Q, snd had not yet returned, Time of the sbove

call was spproxisately 0740Q.
. The Marine Alr Control Squadrens Fiwe snd Nine were called

scussing possidilities as to

be; fuel remaining; refuel
possibilities; and/or altermats fieclds that might have besn used,
At 1817Q we were informed by the Cherry Point Tower that

Eaclosure (29
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smarperr or caprary [N BNEN, (5o coocerning RP-4D
Bureat Number 153113 accident on 20 July 1967

At approxcimately 0510 20 July while sitting in my aircraft on the
"Hot Pad" for the AAWEX I sav a VMCJ=2 aircrart take-off and disappear
intq the fog. Appraximately 20 seconds later, after the plane was far
enough avay not to be able to hear the engines I sav tvo large flashes
tlirough the fog. The second flash mccured before the rirst sne died out,
and then a third flash followed abaut 1 second later.

CLpt&.Lr._ 513, vas vorking on the "Hot Pad" alsc saw the
flnshes, He called in vhat he sav nr. the maintenance control wvalkie
talide,

Approximately 1 hour later I asked him if a plane had crushed and he
said the tower had relayed a negative. I therefare assuned we saw an
explosion nf a oill tank, butane tank, not an aircraft as all planes were
under positive redioc control of tower, Departure Control, and TACC Center.

I vas scrambled at 0650, right after take-off. I heard a faint "Beeper”

in the vicinity Af the rumny 14 initial, I discounted this Beeper as ve

often hear the ones in our seat, and tower had not advised a plane wvas down.

I has been certified that Ca _
1 } ptain
BAVAL AVIATCR on 18 October 1365, has 2 riight hu.l,.:a ki ke

Enclosuse (30)
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STATEMENT OF MAJCR , USMC concerming RF-4B Bureau
Number 153113 acci on July 1967

On 20 July 1967 at Ok10 I launched in a TA-AF as a bogey aircrafrt for
the scheduled AAWEX, At the center mat at Cherry Point the veather was
good but as I approached the upwind end of rumay 32 I wvent into IFR con-
ditions at appraximately 50 feet of altitude. At approximately 1500 feet
I'entered VPR conditions and cancelled my departure instruments,

I flev the scheduled route and at the last check point (MEJ 0k0/95) I
started the track forMJ. Heading approximately 225 degrees magnetic ~n
040 degrees radialN77Tand spproximately 35 miles rut at 8500 feet I saw
tvec large flashes of lights, resembling explosions or bomd flashes. Relative
to my altitude and heading, they were low and about 1:00 0'Clock positiom.

I had not heard any transmission an guard channel so I rechecked to ensure
that the ARC-5]1 wvas set omn TR+(j, It was set up properly. Alsc the time
vas approximately 0455,

Dr. BRASEEL, my rear seat passenger, and I made camment to the fact
that no transmission was received on our guard channel, if for some reason
it had been an aircraft crash.

After passing IKT TACAN, ve mnde a right hand turn to track out bound
to the last check point again., During this turn we locked for some indicaticn
of fire or smoke but could not see any signs.

I returned and landed at 0535 and was informed at 0830 that there had
been & crash at approximately the time that ] vas seen.

Bclosure (1/)
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STATEMENT OF CAPTAIN ’ USMC concerning RF-4B Buresu
Muber 153113 accident oo 20 July 1

Jan a P.C, in VMIR-252. I was desigmated a Naval Aviator on & Seps
tember 1964 and have a total of 2005 flight hours,

On the morning of 2U July at apprrximately O450 while proceeding out
arqund from the VMIR-252 line T observed an F4B on take-off roll. The
flame pattern nf the after burners appeeared normal in all respects and the
aircraft appeared to have a normal take-off roll and acceleration as 1t
passed my pnsitiom.

ilTer proceeding to the long position I was cleared for take-off. The
field conditions vere VFRE as stated by the tewer to an aircraft that had
requested this information, We commenced take-off roll at 0459,

After toke-off at approximately 100 feet MSL wve entered what appeared
to be a cloud layer at 300 feet MSL ve wvere nn top and the visibillity was
unlimited. Because of the low overcast ] nor any member of my crew, obser-
ved any portion of the accident, neither did we hear ary radio transmis-

sions or emergency “Deepers”,

Eclosure (72)
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STATEMENT OF FIRST LIBUTENANT , USMCR cancerning RF-4B

Bureau Number 153113 accident on 20 July 1967
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srparR@yr oF Fer Lrevrenarr IS U5)MCF concerning RF-AB
Bureau Number 153113 accident nn 20 July 1967

1, DI v~ rlying EA-16 in the AAWEX exercise of 20 July
1967. A nermal take nff vas performed at 0555Q and the aircraft vas es-
tablished ~n the proper course. S5Soon after being established on a heading
of 005 ‘degrees and 7500 feet MSL, I began receiving an intermittent BEEPER
signal on guard frequency. At a.pprunmuly 0645Q while inbound to the
field en the 080 degrees rnd.tnl/m I received the signal crotinuously. I
mtbenoccupiadwithmﬂngwt&rgettinorﬂooqmdidmtmwn
the signal, After passing the statien at 0700Q, I swvitched to approach
contrel frequency and requested & TACAN approach. While enroute to the
Bennett Pix, I vas asked by apprmach contyol to obtain a "cut® ag the
Beeper. I caplied and gave a "cut"” of 320 degrees while wings level.

I vas approxicately 5 tdles on the 020 rndial/IXT st the tine of the reading.

It has been certified that Lisutemant _ duu:mte-d [}
BAVAL AVIATCR on 2 November 1966, snd bas 466 rlight hours

Baclosure (34)
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STV U mm&”, USMC concerning RP-AB Bureau
Numoer 153113 accidant 9] 90T

On the 20th of July 1967 at approximately 0500Q while acting as Flight
Clenrance Supervisor, I received a phone call fram a Major. I do not recall
his pame nor his unit. He requested to knmow if we had had & craeh because
he had seen a flash or a fire off the end of rummy 32. I then called the
tower and referred the question tc them. I received an ansver from Sergeant
B i~ the tower that what the Major had probably seen was the afterburner
of a departing aircraft as it wvas foggy at the end of the runway and that
this would loock like a flash or fire. T then related this tc the Major.

He seemed satisfied with thils explapation and had no further questions.

Enclosure (15)
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STITEEUT CF smqm'rr— USMC concerning RP-AB
Bureus Number 15-_14 acciasmt on 20 July 1967

At or about 0500Q, 20 July 1967, I received a call in the tower from
CC'.";?_*“':J— )™ the Flight Clearance Section. She en'i simeone had
calied her to repor. a flaah of light in the air, and woricord Af ar
airpiane had crw ood.  All night long we bad heavy fog and 1 hanging
clouds iu the area. Due to this veather I had noticed thnot all after-
burner aircraft departing vere «renting b ht flashes of light caused by
their nfterburners {n the fog. I informed Corporal that §yie wvas
prcbably wvhat the caller had seen and told her I knew nothing shout a
crash,

Belosure (3€)
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STATPMIT OF MISTER J. S, FRAME, CIVILIAN, IFR ROOM SUPERVISCR, concerning
R¥-4B Bureau Number 153113 accident om 20 July 1967

At 08542 on 7-20-£7, Wineleaf 9-2 departed NXT VFR on & local 200 clear-
ance vith a block time of 1055Z. Winelear 9=-2 did not repert in for his
block time and a routine communications search wvas comenced, (Calls wvere
made on guard channs. (243.0 uhf). T.A.C.C. was contacted, They advised
that they had not heard from the aircraft and would check on him, VMCJ=-2
was contacted to find the pilots intended flight path and to insure that
the aircraft wvas not there, VMCOJ-2 advised that the aircraft should de
vith a tanker and Inte~ ndvised that he might have landed at Myrtle Beach
AFB. Intended routii-s riven at this time was North for 15 minutes, then
East to the Outer Banks, then back over NKT, then to the NBC area tc croes
HBC fram the West then boack to Cherry Point,

At about 11007 a weak PRT signal was heard by approach control (ece
statement of QySgt _)- Severnl attempts were mnde on 243.0 and
121,5 to contact the BH tanker on station with no results. Myrtle Beach
AFB vas called and they gave a negative report. Norfolk Search and Rescue
wvas given all available informatian and requested to check all airports
within landing distance cf Winelecaf 9-2's route. Ry about 1150Z all re-
ports wvere in and negative and T,A.C.C. had further advised that the pilot
had not made any of his scheduled radic contacts and that a lov level
search had been requested within a 5 mile radius of NXT. All informmtion
was forvarded to Cherry Foint Search and Rescue vho advised that they would
conduct this search,

During the time from 08542 to 12002, 28 arriving and departing aircraft
vere under the control of Che Foint approach/departure control and other
than as stated by QySgt no reports of fire, smoke, PRT signoals, or
any other unusual occurance vas received., At about 12007 myself and all
caatrollers vere relieved by a nev section.

’
/
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grremyr o cunnexy serceAnT NN Us:C concerning RF-4D
Pureau Number 153113 actident on 20 July 1967

At about 11007, 7-20-67, I heard a PRT signal on 243,0 uhf. Attempts
vere made to get a bearing on this signal using our URD-4 direction finder,

but the signal was too weak to give arny ipdicatiom, AL ab « 052, X
asked the pilot of MZA-1l4, who was holding at the 100" O1° r=' .l 10 mile
f4x, if be wns hearing this signal and if 80 vould he gtre o waring. He

said he was hearing it and gave a bearing of 320 degrees. OSuortly there-
after the sigl Taded out altogether.




3 .

serner or carraxy I B oo cocerning RP-4p Buress
Mumber 153113 accident an 20 July 1967

At approximately OS40 I was alerted by the IFR room that a F-4B was
overdue and a search north of the field wvas requested. Due to the fog I
was unable to go out by myself sn Coptain I vas called in to fly
co-pilot. One attempt was made to search the area off the approach end
of one four but due to fog search vas called off by myself. Upon returning
to the tower we were informed that the P-4 had crashed on the 320 degree
radia’ approximately 5 miles out and the pilot wvas still at the crash site
and needed help, We wvere also told that the pilot had an emergency radic
with him. We launched irmediately and entered the fog bank off the approach
end 14, Approximately 2 miles out an emergency signal was picked up and
homed in an. Due tc the heavy fog we flew over the scurce of the signal
3 times without sighting the pilot or vreckage. Oo the fourth pass one of
the crew chiefs thought he sav the vreckage and an open field near by. I
landed in the open field and sent the crev members into the wvoods vhere the
#1 needle of the UHF/DP homer was pointing., I proceeded to shut down the
helicopter and the co-pilot and myself followed the crew members into the
voods, Sergeant [llllecd Corporel I had located the pilot and directsd
us to him by voice sigmals, After seeing the pilot and talking to him it
vas decided to hin out instead of using the hoist., Sergeant N
and Corporal vere sent back to the helicopter to get the stretcher.
Upon their return the pilot was put in the stretcher and carried out to the
helicopter. The pilot wvas transferred to an ambulance after landing at the

tower,

Eclosure (39) .
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soarrear oF carrany IEE—— BRI s concerning Re-kp
Bureau Mumber 153113 mcefacnt an 20 July 1967

I aza .5, Bonval Aviato with approaximmtely 1450 #3424t hoare, On 20
July 1967 I was called to duty to fly a8 coe-pilot for an FH search for a
missing eircreft cne hour overiue., T#o reports of flachne to the north of
the airfield was all the available informat.ou to us as ve named the air-
craft. While in the coclpit the Crash Crew Officer, Lt. Il approached
the aircrnft and informed us that the RIO had called Crnsh Crew and stated
that the aircraft wvas down in the vooded area off of Rummy 32. The pilot
wvos suffering from burmms and vas still at the scene of the crash, He also
informed us the pilot had a UHF survival mradio with him and it vas in oper-
ation.

ATter takeoff at approximately 0905 search pattern at 200 feet, at the
end of rumwiy 32 we picked up the first signal from the pilotes radic and
started homing in aop it. Meintaining 200 feet the trees were barely visible
sametines completely obscured, visibility being O to 70 feet. After follow-
ing the signal for approximately 5 minutes the pumber 1 needle indicated we
had passed the crash site, however because of the weather no vreckage or
chutes were seen, Commencing & 360 degree turn the number 1 needle contin-
ued to point to the left wing of the aircmaft, due to the visibility all we
could see were the trees.

The Crev Chier, Corporal Il then sighted the aireraft wreckage to
our right, turning right a farmers field wvas sighted, due to the wveather a
holst pickup was impossible. We landed in the field and sent the crevman
in the direction of the mmber 1 needle., Receiving clearance to shut the
aircraft down the pilot, Captain and myself joinad the two
crewmen in the search for the pilot. After 5 minutes Captain [N and wmy-
self arrived at the crash site and our crewmen vere calling tc us that they
wvere vith the pilot. We arrived a minute or s¢o later at the pilot vho vas

in good spirits and after talking with him he indica to wvalk
out if we would keep the branches out of his face o8
, We sent the crewvmen back to the airceraft for the

litter because the pilot mentioned afiilinjury. While swaiting for the

crevmen to return, the pilot expressed concern over moving any gear in the
area and particularly his oxygen mask as he seemed to think that it may have
mlfuncticned, the crevmen arrived and the pilot eased himself into the lit-
ter. We carried the pilot to the aire

the aircraft, we then flew him to the

smiting ambulance.

raft
tower vhere he vas transferred to an

!
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STATEMENT OF FIRST LIFUFEIAY! M USMC concerning RI-4B
Bureau Number 153113 accident = T

At npproximately 0845 am 20 July 1967, the Base Telephane Operator reng
Crashi Crev telephone extemsion #!420 and asked for the Crash Officer.
the call and vas comnected with a Marine vho identified himself as
the RID of CY=-10., The phone connection wvasn't very good, and it was difficult
to hear vhat he wvas saying dus to departing Jjet sircraft ou L' center-mat.
informed me that he wvns at a Survival Camp near CHOATAN vith a
Marine Corporal and needed help for Captain [ He stated t.at - wns
(I wvas evare that there axisted some concern for a missing
VMCJ=-2 aircraft, but, at t time, wvas not certain that a crash had actually
occured) I asked
I then asked him vhat heading the aircraft had been on; if they had turned
right or left; and how long they had been in flight prior to ejecting. He
answered my questions and I jotted down notes reading, "Lt-=VMCJ=2==3 miles
an 320°--gl 11 vocds--CROATAN Area-3", While I wvas talking to h
I noticed the SAR helicopter taxiing inbound past the Tower to t
port. Just prior to teruxinating the copversation, I asked f he
vas 0K and could the Marine Corporal get him into the Base, He replied in
the arffirmative and stated that he wanted to get to the hospital right swmy,
I then hung the telephone up and ran outside to the SAR heliport and passed
my informmtion to Captain the SAR pilot. The helicopter departed
immediately. Follrwing this, I passed all information to the Operations Duty
Officer and to the Airfield Operations QOfficer.

Heli-

Bclosure (¢/)
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TRANSCRIPT OF TAPE nam:n OP TOWER LOCAL CONTROL TRANSMISSIONS, 20Jul67

QUEBEC TAPE
TIME TIME
L0215 {+ I ~q (]
obho  02TT
k4l 0278
Okl 0280
olks oes2
okL7 0284
oLL8 285
OkLgy 0266

BE-13:
Tower :
BE-13:
Tower:
BE-13:
BC-12.

Tower:
Tower:

BEC-12:
Tower:

BEC-12:
EC-12:
Tower:

Tower:
BE~13:
BC-12:
Tewer:

Chieftain 2-1:
Tower:

Chieftain 2-1:

Tower:

Chieftain 2-1:

Tower:
Wineleaf 9-2:
Tower:
Wineleaf 9-2;
Tewver;

Chieftain 2-1:

Wineleaf 9-2:
Tower:

Wineleaf 9-2;

Cherry Tower, BE-13, leng position.

BE~13, Tower, cleared long position runwmy 32,
Roger.

13 when in position, comtact Departure 278.8,
Roger.

Tower, EC-12, vhen are wve cleared fnr high
power run up, over?

EC-12 standby one please.

BC-12, taxi in long poeition runway 32 and pake
a high power turn up.

Roger, 32. Thank you.

12 there is an TA-4 in long pneitinn, in posi-
tion for takeoff now,

Roger.

Tower, EC-12 will be taxiing inbound this time.
Roger, cleared inbound--the A-4 1s cleared for
takeoff.

BE-13, Tower. Cleared for takeoff runway 32,
EE-13, Roger.

BC-12, Tower, scramble an P-4,

Cherry Point VFR, duty runwvay 32, altimeter
30.16, Cherry P~int is VFR.

Cherry Tower, Chieftain 2-1 for scramble.
Chieftain 2-1 taxi runvay 32, vind 1s calm,
altimeter 30.16, time O847¢. When airborne,
fly a heading of 330 degrees at 10,000 feet,
contact Velvet Pod on Red frequency, if unalle,
secondary frequency Maroon.

Roger 330. 330, 10,000, Velvet Pod on Red or
secondary Maroon.

Chieftain 2-1, roger.

This is Chieftain 2-1,

Chieftain 2-1, roger.

Cherry Tower, Wineleaf 9-2, long position.
Wineleaf 9-2 hold short the centermat.

Roger, hold short.

Chieftain 2-1, you're cleared for takeoff,
runvey 32,

Roger, thank you.

Continue taxi please.

Roger, continue into long position runwey 32,
field is VIR at this time.

This 1s 92, say again, you were cut out by
afterburner.

SPECTAL HANDLING REQUIRED in sccordance with CPNAVINST 3750.6 Series



o450

0453

Oh55

k56

Ok59

o507

0287

2%

0301

0304

Torer:
Wineleaf 5-2:
Tower:

17171
Wineleaf G-2:
Tower:
Tower:
Wineleaf 5-2:
Wineleaf 9-2:

Tower:

Wineleaf 9-2:
BH-89T:

Tower:

EA-1T:
Tower:

EA-1T:
Tower:

Tower:
EA-1T7:
Tower:
EA-1T:
EA-1T:
Tower:
BE-897:
Tower :
BE-897:
BA-1T:
Tower:
BA-1T:
Tower:
BC-05:
Tower:
BC-05:

Tower:
BC-05:
CB-081
Tower:

CE-0R
Tower;

iinaleaf 9-2 ccntinue into long position, the
fleld 1s YFR at this time,

Tower, roger, I'm leaving VFR and would like
to hold my block time good, please.

ineleaf 9-2, understand you are going to depart
VIR and hold your block time,

Tower, there is a fire by 531 hangar.

That's affirmative.

P-4 scrambling, request your call sign.
Wineleaf 9-2 contact Departure 278.8.

Roger, 278.8, switching.

Cherry Point Tower, Wineleaf 9-2 for take off
one, over,

Wineleaf 9-2, Tower, cleared for takeoff,
ruwey 32.

9-2 on the roll.

Cherry Tower, BH-897, long position.

BH-897, Tower, cleared to long positian,
runwey 32.

Tower, EA-1T7, long position.

E\=-1T7, Tower, cleared to long position, ruoway
32, caution the C-130 taxiing into position.
17, wilco.

EA-17, when in long position and ready for
takeoff, switch to base frequency please,
EA-17, Tower, did ycu copy?

This is 17, did you say switch to approach?
EA-17, pegative, switch to base frequency.
EA-1T7, roger, base frequency.

Tower, this is 17, are we VFR now?

EA-1T, Tower, roger, VFR.

Cherry Tower, BH-897 for takeoff.

BH-897, Tower, cleared for takecff, runmy 32.
Tower, 17's back up.

EA-17, roger.

Tower, BA-1T7, clearance for takeoff,

EA-1T, Tower, cleared for takeoff.

Cherry Tower, EC-05, over.

Aircraft calling Cherry Point, say again please.
This is BC-05, unable to contact Ground Comtrol,
request permission to taxi into long positicn
for turnup and then into the hot pad area.
EC-05 cleared to long position rumwmy 32.
Roger.

Tower, CB-O2, clearance %o long.

CE-02, taxi into long position, runwey 32,
caution the P-4 taxiing into long position.

M:m wvhen in position, contact
mdoaa

v2)
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The féllowing is my statement about the cvesh of Marine Charlie Yankee |
One Zero an RP-AB at approximately 0520 ot (herr Polut h

I case ‘nto work Juct about five miucies after thre: »'clock to brief
vith Coptain [ Y- oo to “ly the A-5 on Wineleaf “light 9-1 and Wine-
: . leaf flight 2.2, A™eor we briefed the mission we each ™mn our own individuml
' erev briefs, vhich for my hop worn' up moetly godng over ejoction procedures
: Af we needed them, and vhat ever crev conrdinatica wo wers going to use om
. rodion, otc. After we Mudibed briefing, we hing aroend Lhe voady room for

abontt 10 to 15 almvter and welkzed down to the alrplaye at cbout 10 minutes

l to four. VNent late Mliont egquipaert and put all our gear on, I had all ny
r goax cn vhat w1 ies5ged axtepl fur the "C" sult becmuse ve veren't
, to pull any "0's", And at that tize 1 belleve thal Licotenant
- had e v16 gerr, hewever, 1 found out later be bod hal his gloves in the
! cotkpit, Lubl wey 0ot vearing them. After we suited p ve wvalked out to
the fight i%l.e, #igned for the aircraft, and ccomer‘ad cn the one gripe,
that on the previous hop Cavenin (N4 hed threo = alr lights and
that it had checked out 0.K, on the ground; so ve figured
eye on it after we brought the gear up. Wandered on out
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Ub uh. Did you see, ah, you say a yellow light, you think that
wvas flames coming inf?

I don't know, it vas - it dburned I know that - I think it was
flames.

Yea.

Cause it closed up, Oh, I wasn't wearing my visor down because I
didn't have my F2 helmet, I didn't take the night helmet cause I
knev ve would be flying about dawn and I'd want that vis

up st altitude to keep the sun out, cause you're f directly
into the sun. But if I'd had the clear visor,

m,mmm'tmwmmmnummw
out do you? }

I'm pretty sure I was on the ground. 1 remember hearing a lot of
mmmm&xu-twjmzm-mw

e T e —
80 smoky .

and after I reached sav the
bit, then I reached -_upun_tt‘
_ got out of there. I figured I was .
going to ' 1 might as well go dig. ——

3 3
. e . o -

=is

®me see, you didn
ttcd‘“._ -

F. "-h'n-_-g
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You could hear the beeper?

Yea. The rescue pecple said the beeper helped them a - =
getting in there, they homed the beeper.

Well that is something else we can ==~-~--
1 bad [ put 1% w in & tree so I could get that antemns
up as high as possible.

yea, Q] as for as I'm concerned that is about all. I don't
xnow if Doctor [HIEvants to ask you any questions about ._
your flight gear or anything like that. Go ahead and take '
it.

0.K.
0.K. Mym---rmwmhdmmmm

Yes, I had it.

What Position?
‘nmw,mm'tmmmhﬂﬂun. ,

And your pask vas ont

o

Yes, 1%t was on.
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Was this about the same time you got the gust of wind
in your face?

Yes, Yea, and this could have been true too, because I alwmys
hock ny oxygen mask through my Mark 3C and the top ome in
the P4y Lecause I don't 1ike a whole bunch of
around the cockpit. BSo it would have stayed with me for

You had your gloves on, and you had cne small hole 1in your
left forefinger, right forefinge:?

Yea, it wvas a little slit, and I had the sleeves of my flight
suit rolled up cne twrn, because T had a rip in the flight

suit, but I couldn't survey the flight suit - either one of mine -
u:.thqdﬂn'thnnwthntntwm-unm

a . m"--

| How much of your arm was exposedf?
mmm,me«smm,-

| I'd

- I think that is vhere the material came loose from the leather

and ----- w
Tat could be it. It could have melted it off.
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being stmck by

Ah, Wo, Imum.mwmmwm-u
stuff, but nothing specific.

mu,-mt-cmznot'm.m'zmn,r'nm 1
that the Skipper said he's coming down. |
, HEnclosure (57)
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e rwy

Were you on hot mike »

lhm!.uhatﬂhdlﬁnﬁ-.

Did you lock at the mini -rig after you sav the flame:
No I aid not.

DS you remember caming out of burner !

Yes I vas out of bumer and d1d not go back into burmer.
How 214 you get your axygen mask off;
Immlmdﬂ-ﬂmn'“
Mmumwrmmm.
twmm




mnumm*mm
”nﬂ*ﬁ“t
mmumm
mmmum, the thster caution light or the flames’
I sav the rhster gaution light first.

12 Enclosure (€7)
SPECTAL HANDLING REQUIRED in accordance with OPNAVINST 3750.6 Series




Interview mde on 2% 1967, Interview by MAJOR

USIC the rerber WA&M“EM
ISF, & safety center renresertative, (TRAMSCRIPT OF
0K, Mm(MIﬂ)mmmu!hﬂltm
Right, they vere colling the field VPR,

You, you take off nretty much normet, [N

Yea standard takeoff »
t.he..yl s s hot mike vell before the roll I run

' Y-. l\I
Pretty well, ahe !
Gotchya |

Turn on the AIX STAR and droo my flans,
A1l rioht,

] One half,
. Fine,
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- &t least I thought - I know I 414, nal. I vle VIM,

Yea, jJust o patch, nothing to worry about because I had a good
0.K, now do you remember passing the glocum Qreek?

al




ERNLE s o Y
come off my

\

- A

happened, wy mini-reg

.ﬂ
—

» Just about here coming up, I could
-uu‘-ﬁ'
might have

Well, it wvas just a flane
hear & "pood’ " Ul I 1. eve:
know., T think what

dazmn mask.

0.K.

!ﬂl sce Im wy w‘---

But you did lock at it, rightt

Then what, ah, 4id you feel Ay jolt

prior to the tlster caution coming on or the ~==-=

0.K. let me ask you this.

on the ai

No.

0.K.
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ah, don't let me interrupt you, from the

in the cockpit I know I thought it was the
know it hit something with that side and vent

y mﬂ,mr
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Well, the reason I say

cause up until the tine

high the trees are at

feet. That's my base

and not level off bef

I leveled off and ve were pretty
flying itself, Just

now I got the Maste

EH
A
by
gk

because it was some

Did you have any pressure oo the stick?

Yes, and this is when I felt nup-mmrcrmnmnm
this time right there. M'IMIMtoﬁmhlhnm.
nhitlmzhndlutth-nqlmﬂmtmn. I vas Just

waiting for him to go-.

80, you hit three separate times which you were in it twice you---
I remember, I remember hitting tvice [BIE] This tize then Jeszss,

a wvhole bunch of colorful noisy ones and tiat's vhen I puncheod
outs The curtain itself was out about vhen I

mdaf‘.crthaucmduummxptmmlhuﬂmm
from the back seat Bais is pretty distinctive there

enough to the darn airplane




T " & ." w - g e
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3

Mﬂ-m“w-m“m“ﬂﬁh
Yea,

I got all four stages of buwmer, it came out of burner properly
(earbled) the motors are good.

m,hndomamruthom&nmw“th
send your engines to DIR I think don't you! What 4id they tell
you at school?

Well, if they were good you didn't have to.
Oh, really. |
Both motors vere good (garbled).

VWell I didn't think so either, especially the right ome.

It vas either me or the or vhat happened around here. “Eltber my

hands gone -or my mind® convinced it was pilot error or something

like that fire, those are the two reasons.

Yea, I can't, I can't find a cause [Hlflland thatls wiy I was

getting so anxious to come down and talk to you, I can't
figure out the fire, 1f it happensd before you hit the trees.
xmmutw,umntmm,mtmun.

bounced up into the air sgain, cause this-----

Ch yea, that would fit tigether.
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Well he's in good shape,it is just that he didn't get out of it
very fazt.

He 4idn't wear his gloves either, he had them with him.

Its kinda hard to see a guys hands vhen he's tucked in that hole
back there.

But the other thing is I think I fumbled around here trying to
get the oxygen. Why didn't I just pull the yellow apple; Cause
that is the thing to do in this airplane, don't screw around with
the green thing go for the, discomnect your block, that will eut
the oxygen off. You know you can feel it you can find it wvhes you
are trying to.

Z Just don's know [fl] 1 just ¢.n't kmow.

That's the god dammest thing yet.
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Tt il

coming

torrible time

in sy suit vhile T wvas

Oxygen was coming out, feeding the fire (garbled)
stamping it out, cause I had fire

Yea, yea, we got your plece of suit.

(garbled)

You tried to,ah, get with a ------

Over at Navy ah ===--

m
AR




U <<=:ve e v

you get the hit
Yea, I knov that [ 1 aca't xuov.

is not from fire?

: -
-

m 12:081 we 1 3

w'®

m.m_mm_ _ﬁuw
“_I

If T could I'd have the same question, I don't kuow,

Now ansver that sob for me.

Go shead.
Where S 214

I was just mmber 2.
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Still got cne?
The tail vent to the bitter end.

Yea, Well, I could feel the plane start to come wp, ah, too
Gmum late - just too damm late.

xmimmuu it scme thought about what hit you [l
Iﬂ,lh- """"

I haven't thought sbout that for a couple of daye, [E] ceuse
I've been trying to figure vhether I hit (garbled) or what.

¥o, 30, you got hit [N o=, You dtan't - you dom'e

have & burn there, you got & hit on it. These clowns been
talking to you at all?

Yos, ey told me 1 hove N

(0)©) I
Yea, (garbled) from that.
0.K,

: And that's 'm never to '
| provien -

"
0.K, Now, that's the cnly place you're hit. Scmething,
I think eeees - S
zmuﬁ all thet caming down through the trees,
I ceme right .'_ dl:hﬂlm I'C-h:— >
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TALX ABOUT HOW HYS WIFE IS TAKING IT

What, I don't know.
k’b“’!h.t“n -Mﬂ’*--—“-

ALL OF THEM TALXING AT CNCE

The doctor has some thoughts on the, ah, like the
the oxygen system itself. Had you even taken one
breath you know that «ewe-

I vas exhaling all the wvay.

That you would have - you know - lungs (garbled) and some-
thing else.

When I had the fire I was just (blowing out sound), I did
'a lot of thinking sbout scme of this stuff, ah, before I

go Tlying. |

Just one guestiom. Did you use axyy trim at all after
takeoff'?

T can't ssy for sure any more, I can't sey for sure, ¥
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cancerning RP-AB, Buresu Bumber 153113 aceident om 20 July

¢4

EEY
g4 %2

B stotement, his pysical findings and the condition of his
perscoal flight equipment lend support to the fallowing conclusions:

That
Gary
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REPORT OF WEATHER 0.&!!'& AT TIME OF AIRCRAFT CRASH
TIPNEATINT Mew PEN ME TEOROLOGICAL DIVISION

U.5 MARINE CORPS AIR STATION

CHERRY POINT, NORTH CAROL INA

NOTE: ONLY A QUALIFIED OBSERVER MAY FILE TS REPORT.

DATE ? Time “ s‘i
STATION &guig T “BYSESINY RELATIVE MUMIDITY

p IinCuiES | ﬁl DRg. r. _m_ FEIRCENY
DAY BUL® TJI"!H’UI! T WET BULS TEMPERATURE | ALTIMETER SETTING
68 DEG- F | L (%1 DEy-r i J0.15

CHILING AND S v CONDITIONS

— 300 Ft. Yarible Scattered e

Iull.lcl_-i_lnb DIRGC-YE; fu-L"-ofﬁ-l NH-&:-}'- K mada | - | Gt bu)
VBIBILITY TO g m—— e ==
WORT S0uUTm S EASTY N ESTY 5

*- - -

FEATHER AND OF OBITRUC TIOME 7O Vit ON

FOG

i ———— . — T e e  ——

STATE OF MUNRAY
[r— - e — -
GQENERAL WEATHER CONDITIONMS FOR PALRT HOUR

Visibility varried 1 to 4 miles,

Scadtered low clowuds v 100=5Q0 ft,
SEMARKS (include Feaning level) ﬂ
_Scattucd low c.louh varying 200-400 ft,

PILOT'S NAME

T F LinC

W -8

]
J
|
.

DISTRIBUTION: / -
Original plus one ( |) copy © Squadren of Arcrall involved.

One (1) copy o G-3
One () copy o Airlield Operstions Offics,
o-m-p-mn--o-

'pmm-—nnmw.
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RESUME OF FLYDG EXPERIENCE

C\PIIN
CARRIER  OFERATIONAL/
COMM 2D FERIOD MODEL ../C FLT. @RS, L\NDINGS FROFICIENCY
NAD, N/BTC 22JULb2 T-3.8 30 0 OPERATIONAL
NS, PCL., FL., 10JUNG3 T=2A 132 6 v
MAD, NAATC 18Jun63s TF-W 78 0
NAS, CORIC 260C763 WF-RT L8 5
P-11 26 O :
HARME-33, 22N0V63 TF-W 18 s
MG-33, 20FERHL Tl=i 8 0
3RD MW, P-8C 30 o)
EL TOhJ,CALIF,
VMF(iW)-312, 21FEBOL F-ci} 75 15
MAG-33,3RD MaW  2ATANIES
VMF(/W)-312, 1FEBRLS F-4E 161 2
MiG-11,19T MWW 25JUNGS P-81 5 0
TPy “
VMF(AW) =315 26JUNBES  F-CE 125 :
MAG-13,15T MW 18DEOES DF-8F 2 0 "
VMF(iW)=312, 19DECES F-EL G
MAG=11,1ST MW TMIGE
BAHS-2,M/HG-2, BMRGE P-BE 2 0
2ND MAW, PMFL/INT  £/PROE TF- AT 5 0 3
T1-A 15 5
UC-45J 14 0 ’
VMCT-2,2ND MAN  GAFPRSS RF-BA 18 0
PMPL NT RFP-4B L35 0
EP-10F 76 0 "

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED in accordance with OPNAVINST 3750.6 Series
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CHERRY PT., N.C.

Op dumed. |
Gmar.
Bash

THET
WCLAS EFTO
RF-5) BUNO 153113 ACCIDENT

1. oon DICEEEENN 0SN CLED TOP SECRET e
e 2w g WThals ARRIVE VIA AUTO 70 COMDUCT MAVAVNSAFECEN INVESTIGATION OF

SURJECT ACCIDENT. REQUEST DOQ RESERVATIONS,
L

2. INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED IN OPNAVINST PS7S0.6F PAGE 18 PARA 293, AND PAGE 20 PARA
S\ PRESERVATION OF WRECKAGE APPLY.
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RUCILSA /NAVAVNSAFECEN

RUEDBHB /NAVA IRSYSCOM . ,.
ZEN/CG SECOND MAV - ¢ - -
INFO RUCINOA/CMC : |
RUCINVA /CG FMFLANT o '
RUNHFMA /CG FMFPAC : ﬁ
RUED WD /COMNAB 5%D '
RUCILMA /COMNAVAIRLANT 1
RUMHAW/ZCG FIRST Maw s

RUVJBRB/CG THRID Maw

ZEN/MARAIRGRU ONE FOUR .
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:l"””ll /RCVN ONE TWO
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I UNCLAS EF T O §
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. PRELIMINARY MESSAGE OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT -
A. OPNAVINST P3750,.6F
1. 20 JULY 67, 94550, NIGHT
" 2. RF-4B, 153113, VNCJ~-2, |~68A
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